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%A RECOMMENDATIONS.- 



Some idea may be formed of ike merit of tins wor^ 
by a ferufal of the following. 

TVH. RUSH, in a letter to the Author, olrferve*, 
JL/ that he has read his voyage attentively, and 
and with much fatisfaftion, and fays " Ifeel my*- 
felf indebted to you for feveral fafts mentioned in 
it ; which throw light on a fubjeft that I have long 
Jbeen investigating." 

1 ) 

A Letter from theJamousDr.Pqfealis, to the Author* 

SIR, 

I HAVE read with pleafure the Hiftory of your 
voyage' to the cpaft p£ Africa*. : Your excur- 
fjon among the*tribefc ^/thci^t^riiJit of that coun- 
try, adds many 'itfriieb tic .ddcun^ehts to the incom- 
plete accounts an4^e&Piptio^i we have of that 
part of the world.* T4xc^ffiis\A§ and generous 
treatment you hd[ve* £$4#veti i&dm the EJ>o TCtng 
and Nation, are faftdieWproofs'iof the. advantages 
which many celebrated philofophers have promifed 
to all powers of the earth, if, inftead of trafficking 
with (laves and prifoners of Africa, and keeping, 
xonfequently, thofe nations in their cuftomary ig- \ 
norance, barbarity and warfare, they would exert 
•themfelves in -civilizing and colonizing the«ura& ^ 
rdiis tribes of thofe immenfe countries- The chifir- 
, after you give of the Ebos is, in every re fpeel:, tru- 
ly obferved and <lefcribed ; for the tranfported 
Slaves of that nation were rooft efteemed in our 
W.dl India lilands; they arc moft induftrious, 
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laborious and fufceptible of generous fentime&t^ j' 
their courage and felf»dental in misfortbne%4n 
war, and, even on the fcaffold, are unparalleled- 
Nothing is more remarkable than what you ob- 
serve of their ideas of a future (late, and their hope 
of coming again in their n*tive and luxuriant coun* 
try; it keeps them in a conftant and fpontaneous 
readinefs to fuicide ; for I once fawfix Ebos, who 
had hanged themfelves on the fame tree, a; few days 
after x their arrival on a plantation of Hifpaniola* 

The merit of your publication, the candor and 
funplicity'of the narrative, caufe your readers to 
regret that you could not be brought again on a' 
mere extenfive field of observation, where you 
would promote, with fuccefs, ufeful knowledge and 
ingenuity of principles, but fomething will yet 
remain ir* your power, Sir, to folace yourfelf ; 
while blindri«fe.,deDri.ve.s jou-ef the material fight 
of the creaupfri at": yill*. fcwitt 5$ your mental 
faculties, enfafge' jlieif power; -iSiid multiply all ' 
your moral enjoym^ijts-r^b^MOt a fingle mo- 
ment of your life Wilt •tieMMt irt our common and 
ordinary diftracUofi^jA^^Jthem swill find a nobler 
and more rational uft^fiwtary.if iwlies, in the eafy 
contemplation of natural truths, in religious, phi. 
lolbphical and literary inveftigations. What 
then, could be more properly fought, and united - 9 
for the honour and htppinefs of your life > For 
which, 1 addrefs you my meft ardent wimes* 

I am, Cr, with great efteem and friehdfhip, your 
moft humble and devoted fervattt, 

FELIX PASCALS 
Mr. Jofeph Haviklns. 
Philadelphia, February 12, 17^6. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



HE fpirit of adventure which has in- 
creafed in proportion with the advance- 
ment of commerce, and of which it is 
perhaps a parent, has contributed much 
within the laft hundred years, in ex- 
panding the human mind, and extending 
the bonds which formerly attached a fo- 
ciety only, round the whole univerfe and 
to each individual of the human fpecies* 

To the afpiring genius. pf 9 Columbus 
we owe daH^ajtwnaY^/ft^ce. It is to 
him the civilised f-wprW.muft bow with 
reverence, wbefa/t^gjofd'andfiiverof the 
New World?, ttig^thtr^wlththeimmenfe 
fources of im^ ; 6vdrtient in natural hiftory, 
and other fciences, are laid open to their 
acquisition by this dilcovery . It is to him 
that commerce owes its fecond and more 
vigorous birth, and the art of navigation 
that perfe&ion to which it has now ar- 
rived ; through this art the remoteft na- 
tions are united in knowledge, manners, 
A? 
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The cuftomary preparations of col- 
lecting wood for fire, and arranging 
our rations of food, were fcarcely made, 
when one of the Africans fignified with 
fome^Iarm that he faw a fire at fome 
diftance. I had feen a finall blaze rny- 
felf, a few minutes before ; but felt no 
lpnfe of alarm at it, more than lihould 
at any other ordinary occurrence, from 
being unacquainted witf} the danger. 
-^rThe diftance might be about three 
leagues, and it was on a, mountain from 
which we were feparated by a deep and 
gloomy valley ; I found that Hurdee 
as well as ray other companions were 
extremely uneafy, and fignified that it 
would be preferable to remove, to a fitu- 
ation where we fhould be covered from 
the danger of our fire's being feen at a 
diftance. We accordingly bent our 
courfe to the fouthward round the conti- 
guous hill ; and after a march of about 
a mile and a half, found a convenient fhel- 
ter under a lofty cliff of rocks, where 
we contrived to drefs fome venifon, 
caught the preceding day by one of our 
Africans, in a {hare that he had fet for 
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( 37 ) 
. the purpofe. Wc paffed the night- to a 
later hour than ufual, in converfation 
with our companions, who were to part 
with us, on their return, in the morning. 
We flept till the ufual hour the next morn-* 
ing without alarm. The diftance from 
the water we found to be a very fevere 
inconvenience; fo we haftened our dry 
repaft, and having diftributed, as I pro- 
pofed, a variety of trinkets among our 
good natured friends, we faw the old 
man and his fon depart in perfe££ health 
and fpirits, and with fome evidences of 
regret at our feparation, a fentiraent 
which came home to my bolbm with new 
and redoubled fenfibility. 
. It ,was in vain to repine, and refolit- 
don to perfevere and fortitude to bear, 
were now the only feelings that could be 
of life to us. I determined to brave ev- 
ery apprehenfion — and in a critical time, 
for we were now on the confines of a na- 
tion of whofe pacific difpofition my guide 
fuggefted fome fears ; a matter the more 
alarming to me, as it was not his ufual 
character hitherto to betray fymptoms 
of alarm. 

D 
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We purftied our journey, keeping the 
deepeft covert of the woods, occafionally 
afceading every prominent grourid that 
.could afford a profpeft of the country be- 
fore us. This day for the firft time I 
faw a Panther ; he was difcovered by 
Hurdee ; he came frequently in fight, 
but hung down his head and retired into 
fome jieighbouring thicket whenever 
we turned round to look at him. My 
guide, limply enough* faid the beaft was 
terrified at feeing a white* jnan, and to 
this caufe it was he attributed his retiring, 
wheq I turned round* Such, however, 
was the fa& ; for when I kept advanc- 
ing, and Hurdee remained a few paces 
behind, the animal feemed to redouble 
1 his paGe forward t{ll I turned round, aiicj 
he then retreated y/\\h equal precipit^r 
tion. 

My companion fuggefted a fear that 
he {night climb a tree and fpring upon 
us, as he faid it was a copimon pra&icc 
with thofe animals ; and being obliged 
ftill to trayel through the woods to avokj 
difcpvery by the natives* it was |io \?$ 
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dangerous for tts to fire our giansV Hv K- 
. tte E feared capture, as : he faid he fhouUL 
certainly be deftroyed, if taken, aad.thatr 
I ftiould be kept . at: leafll a. considerable, 
time a captive^ perhaps till ranfoined.^?. 
Might approaching with thh choice o£ 
difficulties, we refolved, to retirejntflr 3* 
thick recefe, and there keep large 6«r 
burning all night ; to fleep and watch bgr> 
turns. 

Having choien our lodgment, and kin- 
dled our fires* we fupped as utoal ; I. 
determined to keep the firft watch; 
Hurpee had lain down to flepp,, apd J 
was: parading clofe to the fire, whet* 
Hu rde£, who had heard the fovmd. of 
fleps on theground^ luddenJy ftarted up* 
and ran to his gun : . I dire&cd^ him not 
to fire; but at ray order* ai«UhPuldi fe e ^ 
not to difcharge his piece, till I ftywid 
have loaded* We could hear tl\e tram* 
pling of a foft foot, and the ruftling of 
the bufhes clofe on our left, but could 
not determine whether it proceeded from 
ma>n or beaft. We were foon fatisfied 
however that it wa*,our morning vifitpr> 
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whom we could fee cr offing andrccroff- 
ing an opening in our front, where the 
fire was low : we therefore renewed our 
fire, and threw fever al pieces of the light- 
ing wood in the track of the animal, who 
we found retreated, fnorting and growl- 
ing. Finding ourielves thus fuccefsful, 
W€ kept our fires alternately well light- 
ed, and obtained a troubled deep, but 
fufficient for a moderate refrefhment. 

m 

■«■ In the morning we pnrfued our route 
rather to the eaftward, the mountain fide 
bending off in that direction. The morn- 
ing fun fiuned extremely hot through the 
thickets, and we could difcern a variety: 
of wild animals, fuch as I had never feen 
before ; the monkeys were very nume- 
rous,- arid feveral leopards beautifully 
fpotted, palTed us affrighted, moftly in 
pairs. 

About noon we had gained higher 
ground, the woods grew thinner, and 
we had an occafional profpe£ of an open, 
but mountaneous traft of country, ex- 
tremely romantic, but dreary in the dif- 
tant- appearance. We loitered through 
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( 4i ) 
Jtfie heat of the day in a fliady ravine or 
glen, worn through rocks and fands byr 
streams from fprings in the bofom of the 
Mountain ; here we enjoyed the pleafure 
of bathing, and an agreeable repaft of 
Wild fruits. 

* The courfe that we had hitherto pur* 
fued was tedious, and though not defti* 
tute of pieafures, was fatiguing, and at- 
tended with danger. We had calculated 
the dtftance we had come as well as we 
could, and concluded that we niuft be not 
far from the Li t t l e Congo river j we 
determined to follow the courfe erf the 
ravine, to the place into which the water 
difcharges itfelf ; often were we on the 
verge of retracing the path we had come 
lip to the fummit, the fatigue was fo ex* 
e'effive, and the lieat which refle&ed from 
the rocks and a chalky loam on the fides of 
the ravine became intolerable ; it became 
neceflary to take "up our nights reft in 
this glen, where we refted well, but with 
our fires as ufuaU 

Early in the morning we pttrfoed our 

r^ute downwards : the ddcent becam* 
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( 4* ) 
Jefs fteep, and the water accumulating* 
gradually formed a deep rivulet. Abotft 
ten o\clock we had the farisfaftton of fee-s 
ing the winding of a beautiful little river,, 
flowing, with gentlenefs along the flurts 
of the hills. We concluded it muftfall* 
into tbff GdrtCO, and accordingly refoi- 
ved to :fconftru<9; a raftjo crofs. After 
fome labour we effected ourpurpofe, and 
gained the oppofite bank about eight* 
miles down. Here we could perceive 
the track of human feet : we* in confe- 
rence,, determined to change our courfe 
dire&iy S. £. through the/ champaign 
lands, . and to keep th<f made, which wa$ : 
but light, confuting of trees thinly feat- 
tered and of ilender growth, iateriperfed r 
with a tree like the wild date, ami the; 
palm tree in great variety* About five> 
o'clock, when we had walked about an 
hour and a half after dinner, we came 
unexpectedly upon a town of the natives. 
The huts flood /battered irregularly in cx^r 
front, and the appearance of fallow land, 
ftretched off contiguous to them on the 
right and rear. Fortunately, the village 
was detrled, but we could obferve oa 
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am open elevation the fmoke of doroeftic. 
fires at the duflt of evening, a confidera- 
ble way to the eaftward, f We" were o- 
bligedx>nce more, with re&&ance, to 
feek the woods to the fouthward of us ; 
and encamped that night amid the hor- 
rors erf" thedefart, the roaring of tbety- 
ger f and other beaits that haunt the 
neighbourhood of the innocent lavage. 

We fleptnone this night !— Its horrors 
are ftill awake in my memory, and I 
Shudder when I recall them !— Octf fires 
appeared fcarcely fufficierrt for our pro-* 
te&ion. We heard the itep of the hea-^ 
vy breathing tyger* his horrid, broken, 
panting afpiration : this, with the thrill-* 
log (creams of the jackail, the yell of the 
wild dog, and the ruftling of the leaves* 
a&d branches, on fcveral fides, kept us 
in a ftate of terror that cannot be con- 
ceived, but by thofe who have experien-. 
ced focli filiations, and feen the glaring 
eyes of the moil ferocious animals rolling, 
within a few paces, #nd ready to pounce 
upon and tear the trembling vi&im to x 
chpulkiid pieces ( 
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( 44 ) 
* Thinking it beft, when day joyfully 
broke in upoi> us, to quit this neighbour- 
hood, where the vacated village already 
pointed out a warning that we had neg- 
lected, of the dangerous courfe we were 
purfuing ; we determined to prefer the 
rifque of expofure to our own fpecies, 
than to the monfters of the wood, and 
again bent our courfe to the eaft ward.— 
About ii o'clock, we were furprifed 
by two of the natives, armed with bows 
and arrows, apparently ^hunting. A 
fcalf fchream exprefled the firft emotions 
of their ftsrprife ; our confufion was r*& 
lp& extreme, perhaps it was more fo.«— 
They retired foftly to fome diftance, ami 
immediately ran away with infinite ipeed* 
and we foon loft fight of them. 

My perturbation may be cbnceiverf. 
I Tevolved paft, pfefent, and future, wkh 
the rapid glance of regret and apprehea- 
fion : Hurdek, too, was loft in reflec- 
tion ; but foon collefted himfclf, and en-^ 
deavoured to cheer me. . We lamented 
that we had not kept the margin of the 
great river, where our dangers could not 
have been greater than they now were j 
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(45. ) 
and that our journey could not be many 
days Jon ger. I faw theabfurdity of this 
after-wifdom ; but it tended to roufe me. 
Hurdee could not diftinguifh of what 
nation they were : he fuppofed they 
might be of the Ebo country, but they 
aifo refembled natives of the Gal la, 
from which we could not be very diftant. 
If they were of the former, we might, 
deem ourfelves fecure ; if the latter, 1 
there was fome danger : we concluded 
it to be fafeft to get out of their way.— 
Hurdee fuggefted that their furprife 
was principally excited by the fight of 1 
a white man ; and that curiofity , as well' 
as other motives, might tempt them to' 
follow us with a large body of men.— 
We made for the adjacent hills, and as 
we afcended them, could obferve a nume- 
rous body of the natives purfuing the 
courfe we had taken: we accordingly* 
changed our courfe from the S'. E. to the 
N- E. and rather ran than walked. 

We had to crofs a mountain, and after 
liaboUring to its fummit, we became ex- 
pofed from the want of cover, there be- 
ing little elfe of vegetation but a light 
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( 4* Y 
Htof&gg-' arid brufk wood. We Stewe4r 
them from an elevated ground as thejr 
fcroffed open patches, and then crept <m- 
outr hands and knefcs, and crouched be- 
terid cltifitr* of the thicket to prevent' 
cHfcovery* % 

From the ditferatf View* wtrhacTof 
tfc&n* wtf eftitriated them at about three 
huridred in number: they were armed 
With clubs, lances, bows add arrows, and 
kept their tifual order of battle in a very 
compact body. HurdEe now feemed 
Satisfied that they were of the Gal la 
nation, and he was certain wo inuft ba 
the obje&s of their purfuit. 

We refolved to keep them In view* 
**id watch till they (hottld encamp, whear 
we might take advantage of the night 
to counter-march them : we did ft>; and 
embraced the covert of the night to f e* 
turn to our former courfe, direft to the* 
eaftward. ' 

This whole night we travelled without 
ceafing, under conftanualarm from the. 
roaring of wild beads. The night was- 
excefliYe dark, and we ccmld not difcern 
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. any obje&s at a great diftance. 4i drew 
.the charge From one of my piftols, and 
.when we heard a rpftling among the 
. bufhes near us, burned priming, as th$ 
. only expedient we copld devife befkje 
firing {hot, which we would not do, left 
we ftwjjd, alarm our purfuers, 

Abbut day break my companion trod 
< upon a fmall green fnake, which bit b£s 
v right leg clofe to the, outer ankle. I w?s 
- much alarmed j but he very epolly took 

fome of the root, out. pf bis pouch, and 

chewed it as the gopd old African had 
: before done ; the Juice of the root was 

White like m|lk, but on applying it to the 
, wound it changed to a yellow, difagi*ee«* 

able colour ; having repeatedly applied it, 

until the juiepwas no longer difcoloured, 
. lie tied a bandage round it, and we pur- 

fued our route, happy that he had efca* 

ped fo we|l, 

This root I have repeatedly feen ; but 
L from a negjeft of concerns lefs important 

for the time, I unfortunately did not 

bring it with pie. The lofs of my fight 
.would prevent me from knowing it, 

ihould it be common iu our country } 
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which I * think probable, as the Ameri- 
can Indians fay they poflefs the know* 
ledge of a fimilar powerful antidote,— 
This root appears to me as a&ing upon 
the poifon by dricompofing it by fome pe- 
culiar quality of its own juice. It is cer- 
tain that the poifon does not remain in the 
wound ; and from the colour of the juice 
being changed, I fuppdfe it mud be by a 
decompofition of the conftituent parts; 
for a change in Its properties and appear- 
ance is certainly effe&ed*. 

* A difcovery was made a few yean ago in t$e 
Eaft Indies, by a pbyfician, that the Eau de Lues, 
commonly ufed as a reftorawve, by perfons of a 
nervous habit, is a fovereign antidote to the poifon 
of the moft venomous reptile. A variety of cafes, in 
which it was tried and found to baffle the poifon of 
the Couvrc Cape lie of India, and that of the dead* 
ly brown adder, have been pubHfhed in the AG a tic 
Researches. A table fpoonful has beep found fuf- 
ficient: it is taken internally and applied external- 
ly wirh as little lofs of time as pgffible. This, it 
is probable, a&ed by the volat. aik* which is its 
chief ingredient, neutralizing the virulence of thc s 
poifon**— Might not the vegetable alkaline princi- 
ple exi ft in the juice, of our antidote above itfa 
ftate either detached or eafily feparable, fo as to 
neutralize the matter of poifon in a fimilar maa« 
, uer I This is merely conjc&ure, but may be well 
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Hunger, which we had difregarded in 
the moments of terror, now came on 
with" the utmoft force; and our drieel 
beef and other provifions growing ftiort, 
it was neceflary that we fhould fcek for 
fbme frelh provifions . We ' were not 
fiifficiently remote from the Gal la 
men^to truft to our fire arms ; but Hun* 
dee being expert with his bow and ar- 
rows, we refolved to ufe them andfpare 
our powder and {hou 

i 

He accordingly let£y at the firft ani- 
mal we met r and it fell, we could find 
«o wound but a flight one in the leg* 
We colleded wood, made a fire, and 
were about to drefs our prey, when lo ! 
it difappeared, We were about to go 
in fearch of forae other animals, when 
we found it ruftling in the ftufhes, and 
foon retook it. In fhape and colour it 
refembled the Opossum, except that it 
had no pouch or ^alfe belly ; the hair air 

worthy the farther attention of medical men ; for 
if found juft, nothing more will be found neceflary 
to cure eh? bite of a fnake, than the application of 
a little pot-afiu 

E 
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fo vtas much ffaorter — However* when 
drefled, it tafted dclicioufly ; and after 
breakfaft, for the firft time, we lay 
down to fleep. 

We awoke about 10 oVJock, tolera- 
bly refrefhed ; and having yet to pa(s a 
mountain which we hoped would be the 
laft, we judged it prudent to keep on the 
verge of the woods, between that and 
the top of the afcent. About 4 o'clock 
we difcovered fires at a diftance, and ves- 
tiges of population in the pathways* 
which interfered each other, and ap- 
peared newly trodden. The appearances 
of population to the northward were 
very diftinguilhable ; and therefore, ap- 
prehending that we approached fome of 
thofe numerous nations, that conftantly 
inhabit tHfe luxurious countries in the 
neighbourhood of the Congo River, 
near its fources, and the charming vallies 
at the feet of the Gali,a mountains on 
the foifth and eaftern fides ; we determin- 
ed to be circumfpeft, and proceed by eafy 
journeys, to avoid falling into the hand$ 
of either of theuu 
« 
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Night was approaching faft, we had 
defcended the mountain towards the E. 
fomewhat fouthwardly, and the fun was 
already hidden from us by the heights 
we had pafled, which threw their fhadows 
over the beautiful vallies that we could 
juft diftinguifh, expanded to a boundlefs 
dHlance before us. We determined to 
proceed flowly towards the low country, 
;and repofe once more lecure from the 
terrors of the foreft ; to view the coun- 
try the next day, and to take fuch fteps as 
might be moft likely to enfure ourfafe 
arrival, now that we could not b6 remote 
from the place of deftination. 

A few monkies, whofe chattering was 
no longer deemed an annoyance, after 
o\ir acquaintance with founds, fo chilling 
and terrific, were our only difturbers du- 
ring the night ; —we flept peaceably, and 
rofe with the dawn. 

H aving agreed to reconnoitre the coun- 
try before we fhould proceed, we made 
a kind of feftival of this charming morn- 
ing. We unpacked our powder, and 
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repacked oiir flints ,and trinket* ; we 
cleaned our arms, and by the! time we 
had partaken of a plentiful breaklaft^ the 
fides of the green hills and plains bteneatli 
us, were difclofed to our view by the open- 
ing fim> m a ftyle of verdure and beauty 
truly delighting. The light fhades of thfc 
Hoping hiU on the noriircaRef n afpfeft, 
contrafted by the dufky hiie of the ved* 
leys, xm the fotfthern andwefiem fides 5 
«id the irregularity of the ihades tsaft by 
the profile of the more elevated hilte, 
on the plains ftattered thro 9 the Winding 
valfies* gradually defcentiing* aiid the 
whoje profped vividly brightening witft- 
out mift or cloud in the horizon,altogether 
exhibited, a fcetifc of ferene grandeur that 
warmed my heart, ahd made me atmoft 
forget the inconveniences I had foftaimjd. 

The country was thickly peopled, the 
marks of cultivation were vifible on the 
fides of the declining plains, and on the 
level ; but no river could befeeri. We 
confidered it, however, as at no great 
diftance, and refolved topafsthe day as 
a time of reft, and to |mrfue our journey 
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under the protemon of night, to avoid 

: difcovery, until we fhould judge that we 

had gained the country of the Ebo King. 

After a pleafont dinner, we went to 
repofe. preparatory for the night's tra- 
vel, we awoke about fun-fet, immedi- 
-ately defcended to the valley, and fet 
forward ; we continued this courfe for 
four nights, frequently meeting with 
fettlements, and changing our courfe 
through the neareft woods to avoid the 
haunts of men ; living upon cold provi- 
sions, or the fruits which we gathered 
in abundance as we patted along. 

The country we had now gained was 
- once more apparently very fertile, and 
watered with little rivulets, which pro- 
mifed us the pleafure of ipeedily gaining 
the banks of that river, for which we ' 
had ldng looked with aching eyes. On 
the morning of the fifth day, before fun- 
rife, we reached the bank, and were 
-fortunate enough to find means to pals 
it without difficulty or danger j now w« 
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;#9nfidsrcd ourfHves, as antarifter after 
a long voyage, wri>ved at the deftined 
port. 

; The paths from the river were now no 
longer -objeQs to be (hunned, we purfued 
that Which appeared to be the greateft ; 
and about nine & clock we ottered a 
handfome village. 

Our appearance alarmed the inhabit- 
ants, who fled from their huts, and col- 
lected in <onfiderabie numbers, with tlieir 
.ilmple arms in their hands. HurdeB, 
whofe countenance lighted up With plea- 
fure, feeing they were friends, gave his 
gun; to me, and made the u&al iigfial of 
peace, by flieathing his arrows, and bang- 
ing his bow over his fboulders. Thsy 
then approached near us, land lie deliver- 
ed to them his bow and knife* teUing 
them we wfere on our way fft*m the 
Congo to the Epo King to trade, on 
which they returned his knife and bow, 
and told him we were welcome, and 
Jhould be well received* 

* 
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I propped delivering taf arnri Iike- 
tyife, but HuRD^t advifed me not, 
thinking that as they were very Scarce in 
that country, and consequently highly 
valuable, they might be prompted to de- 
tain tfeera. 

The eale andgood humour with which 
'we were received was to me moft confol- 
kary, and I took it to be a moft flatter- 
irig prefage of the fuccefe to attend otir 
laborious and dangerous e^terpriace.^— 
We were coadu#ed into one of their baa- 
fes, or huts, composed of flight timbers 
or branches fonkinto the earth, or in an 
artificial bank of earth rafed about atfbot 
above the ordinary level of the fcite 4>f 
the village. The tops of the huts are 
round, or dome like, formed very rudely 
Into that ihape, by beinding the tops of 
the branches towards the centre, and 
Jfaeretying them with flender faphngs to 
each other. The broad and faiviike 
branches of thfe palm and date- tree* tied 
by thefo ftems on the outfide, and the 
points downwards, form their covering 
or thatch* i^tpeated layers of thefe ma- 
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terials, and the (kins of animals, are fur- 
ther ufed to defend thefe humble habit- 
ations from the inoft fevere rains ; and 
as the domeftic offices of cookery, and 
r their rude handicraft works are perform- 
ed in the open air, or in the ihade of 
branching trees, which here are never 
difrobed of their foliage, their ffnalt 
dwellings arc not incommoded by this 
-fort of family bufinefs* The infefts fo 
trouHefome in warm countries, efpecial- 
4y adjacent to woods or low grounds, are 
kept aloof by the inartificial expedient of 
•a. thick fmoke, produced by fires kept 
conftantly lighted, and compofed of the 
diangof their cattle, t>r a compofition of 
leaves of trees or reeds and rotted timber 
Jkept in a It ate of moifture. 

Thefe artificial clouds had not yet <li£- 
fipated in my new habitation, and the ef- 
fect on my eyes was confiderably p'ainful : 
through my friend Hukdef/s care was 
taken to eafe me on that head, and a re- 
call was foon ferved up, of which we 
partook with minds and appetites that 
-conyejeted the habitatipa of the &vage 
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•into a palace, and g*ve a relifh to th* 
food equal to that enjoyed by the luxuri- 
ous^ Seated on the floor, on lkins and 
-OTats fpread far us, we feafted on frefh 
beef and cars of maize roafted, and for 
♦deflert on tile fined ban nan as : our drink 
was nd w milk and^palm wineu 

T^^jf&ple hadcaught the information 
on all fides, of the arrival of one of xhofe 
extraordinary animals, a white man, and 
3ll thronged, eager as it appeared to dif- 
eover whether it refembled the men or 
the mpnkies of their own country ; for 
-fttch it appeared were the companions 
:they made, and in a manner, as I after- 
wards unrierftood, no wHe flattering to 
the pride of a fair fkin. 

The women appear among the Afri- 
cans to*be endowed with the fexual attri- 
bute of curiofity, in common with thofe 
of all other colours and countries : they 
thronged foremoft around me, and fo 
crowded, that I found it neceflary, for 
the fake of air, and to gratify curiofity 
at once, to walk abroad. The children 
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looked with wonder* and the women, ft& , 
cording to their age or temper, tittered, 
roared out in laughter, or clafped their 
hands, as they were each affe&ed. Some 
opened my hair, others examined; my 
jacket and trowfers ; my fleeve buttons 
am u fed one, and the frill of my fhirt an- 
other ; my hair, which had by jtyfir cu- 
riofity or accident become loofe^/*k the 
objeft of admiration to all. 

Their Familiarity furprifed me for a 
time ; but reflefting that it muft be the 
natural confequence of innocent curiofity 
excited by novelty, I returned their free- 
dom with good humour, and found that 
they were pleafed with my manner of 
treating them. 

Fatigued with the previous travel, and 
tired with trifling, I fignified to Hur- 
dee my wifh of retiring to reft : he ac- 
cordingly informed the villagers, and we 
were foon left alone. After this we par- 
took of a fecond repaft, confiding of 
boiled rice, mutton, and, palm wine, and 
agreeing to iet out for the refidence of 
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the Ebo king on the morrow, retired to 
a comfortable and fecure repofe. 

Early in the morning we were awaken- 
ed by the villagers, fifteen of whom had 
been appointed to efcort us on our route. 
They were armed with lances pointed, 
fome with bone, others with a hard burnt 
wood, and fome with iron. They had 
bows and arrows, the former more than 
three feet long, the arrows of irregular 
lengths, from about eighteen inches to 
Jwo feet, coarfely barbed. 

After a flight refrefhment of fruit arid 
palm wine, we proceded to the fouth- 
ward, it being about 4 o'clock in the 
morning. A great crowd of the villa-*- 
gers had colle&ed to view the prodigy 
oucemore, and many of them accom- 
panied us, not tired of gazing, till near 
mid-day ; when we lay by for reft, and 
retired from the heat which' was now 
daily encreafing. 
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\Pe did not reach the next Village un- 
til after dark ; one of our efcort had 
proceeded us about an hour, and had pro- 
vided a hut much more commodious than 
that in which we had laft lain : here wc 
bad comfortable beds of neatly formed 
mats/ and here marks of ingenuity were 
evident in a fpecies of wicker work oa 
the walls, or rather partitions ; refresh- 
ments were provided for us in like man- 
ner, without their feeking for recora- 
pence of any kind. 

We rofe early as ufual, but our fame 
was up before us with the villagers ; 
who here and on the greater part of our 
courfe incommoded and fometimes pb* 
ftru&ed our paffage by their numbers. 

The country through which we now 
travelled was extremely pi&urefque, and 
the towns thickly fcattered dif played to 
me much more» enlarged ideas of their 
civilization than I had before conceived. 
Agriculture feemed to*be carried on with 
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much induftry, but not indeed with any 
appearance of regularity or fyftem. — 
The* grounds in open places appeared 
fown with grain in detached patches, 
without fences or ditches. A rivulet 
not unfrequently Bounded apiece of land 
newly turned up, on the other fide of 
which was obfervabie either a copfe, or 
a field of corn advanced in growth, a 
fpace of Vacant ground, or interfperfed 
with reed or iugar cane, and maize.— 
In the midft of thefe a folitary palm tree 
fometimes flood, and a declevity, a 
•fWamp, or a thick wood, broke upon 
the line of culture and habitation. — t 
Roads appear next, which owe nothing 
to art, and their exiftence only to the 
conftant fucceffion of travellers obltruft- 
ing the progrefs of rapid vegetation, 
when not in the (hade, and when be- 
neath it, to an abfence of the fun's rays. 

We readied a very populous village at 
the noon of the fifth day ; when finding 
myfelf extremely alarmed jvith feverifli 
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fymptoms in confequence of the crowd 
which preffed round me, was obliged to 
requeft my interpreter, that we wdght 
have a retired and feparate habitation, 
and be fecured from the intrufion of the 
curious. My wifhes were anfwered, 
and I determined to perfevere in thp 
journey which now promifed to be fo 
ihort. The villagers procured horfes 
for us, but without the convenience <£ 
Saddles. In this cireumftance, and inn 
Warm climate, I would have preferred 
walking, but was perfuaded to accept of- 
fices dilated by fuch hospitable inten- 
tions, and accordingly fet forward. A 
perfon was difpatched before us to an* 
nounce our arrival ; we determined ». to 
repofe during the heat of this day in a 
pleafant valley defcribed by the natives, 
and to travel in the night, fo that we 
might reach our destination by the enfuing 
morning. My fever had entirely aba- 
ted, and I found myfelf after the mid- 
day's repofe, perfe&ly able to ode the 
reft of the way during # the night. 



Digitized by G00gle 



( «3 ) 

• We were now near our journey V 
end; and about it o'clock we had the ; 
pleafiire of feeing oiir courier return, 
accompanied by about io# perfons arm- 
ed with long lances, who we were in- 
formed coiapofed a part of the Ebo 
king's guard, and had been fent to re- 
ceive us. Upon their approach, they 
opened on each fide of us in good order, 
With their lances pointed downward be* 
Hind, and as we paffed through them, 
clofed in files, and followed with much 
regularity* 

: It was n6w about two oVloek, and 
we had advanced half a mile in this form, 
when a large body of people appeared, 
who we were given to underftand were 
the principal perfons of the town, dif- 
patched to condti&usto the king's pre- 
sence. The roads were covered with 
people, fo as to render our progrefsflow 
and irkfome— ^t length we entered the 
towr* about 4 o'clock* 

The capital of Ebo, or Quappa Ebo, 
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is pleafantly fituated on the fides of tw« 
hills, which are cut at an acute angle by 
a cafcade that defcends through an agree- 
able wood, an4 difcharges its waters in 
a (hallow pebbled rivulet that bife£s the 
valley in the centre. Thofe parts of the 
town that occupy the floping grounds, 
form two fides of a triangle, the remain-, 
ing fide, is formed, by a river of about 
four hundred feet wide, into vvhif h the 
rivulet falls ; our entrance was from the 
wood acrofs this river, which we forded. 
The open country along the river down- 
ward was highly cultivated, and beauti- 
fully qontrafted in its verdure with the 
brown appearance of the town, which, 
excepting the few trees here and there 
difperfed, exhibited a view of confider- 
able population and regularity. The 
ftreets were laid out with a considerable 
regard to order, fo as eveq to be obferv- 
cd at a diftance ; there was not any thing 
of grandeur, it is true, but certstfnly a 
degree of elegant Simplicity and neatneft 
which I did not expeft to find. 
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We were condu&ed to the king's hut, 
he received us at his door, and after flun- 
king me by the hand very earneftly for q, 
itoinute, retired, and beckoned us to fol- 
low, which we did. This hut was ob- 
long, as large as fome of our barns, -and 
divided into rooms by wicker partitions, 
covered with neatly coloured mats, and 
ornamented with cane and reed bafkets, 
' with other fancy works of the kind* 

When we reached the third apart- 
ment, where was a number of women 
already feated, he fat down on a bench 
covered with a mat, and holding out his 
harrcfe to me, ftiook mine very earneftly 
again. He then (hook Hurdee% (peak- 
ing to him in the Ebo language ; I was 
then dire&ed to falute all his wives, fe- 
venteen in number ; I would willingly 
have difpenfed with this branch of the 
ceremony, but Hurdee told me with a 
finile it was the cuftom~and I accord- 
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rogly, with no little difcompofure of my 
(iomach, complied with all the form. 

Having completed this bufinefs with- 
out fhowing evident marks of diflatts- 
faftion, was handed round to the elders, 
or what I fuppofe fofne fubje&s of an 
European monarch would call the no- 
bility* With all thefe I fhook hand* 
in turn, and was then led to a mat pla- 
ced for me nearly in the front of his sa- 
bi e majefty, with whom by means of 
Hurdee I entered into converfation on 
the fubjecl of my miflion. 

He informed me that he had been 
made acquainted with the objeft of my 
journey, that he was pleafed at my pre- 
fering him to his neighbours ; that he 
was willing to trade with me in gold, 
ivory, or prisoners ; that he fhould 
wilh to trade conftantly, and to be fur- 
nifhed with goods from the sea couji-. 
tri es, as he called them, in abundance t 
for which he would pay largely. Hav- 
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ing dated my fatisfaftion at his kindneft, 
< and my thanks for the attention beftowed 
by his favour on me then and while on 
the road, I told him it was my with to 
put his propofals into pra&ice by keep- 
ing the trade open conftantly and fup* 
plying it abundantly* He then entered 
on general conversation, enquiring into 
the manners, cuftoms, and fituation of 
my country, of which he appeared to 
have already had lome accounts. He 
related fome particulars concerning him- 
felf and the people of Ebo, his wars with 
fome neighbouring people and>frequent> 
\y enlivened his fpirits and our conver- 
sation with draughts of excellent palm 
wine. 

We continued thus, partaking occasi- 
onally of pine apples and other fruit, till 
duflc, when a large fire being lighted, a 
banquet of roafted venilbn, fome birds, 
and milk, with rice, was ferved to us as 
we fat* tie arofe apd beckoning to a 
woman on his left, fix others were called 
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In, wbowwe presented tome and offer- 
ed as wives* This piece of politenefs 
and hofpitality I endeavored to decline* 
Hurdee had previoufly apprized me of 
this cuftom, but I conceived that my in- 
forming them that I wa* already a man- 
tied man would releafe me from thi* di- 
lemma ; I was dilappointed j die king 
feemed furprifed at the nature of my ob- 
jection, and irtftanced himfelf who was 
alfo married but yet took other wives. 
Finding myfelf in this delicate predica- 
ment, and deriving no refource from the 
advice of my interpreter, I refolved to 
accommodatemyfelf to my fituation with 
as good a grace as poffible* Judging one 
wife fufficient for any refonable man ; I 
refolved not to be burthened with fix ; 
but thinking that I muft in fome degree 
facrifice to cufton I refolved to chufe 
two — and with thefe I wasdireftly con- 
duced to a handlbme, but newly built 
appartment near what I muft, for the 
honour of the tiling, call the palace I 
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My refidence confiftedof a long opett 
building like a piazza, without any fide 
covering; within this was a long croft 
rdom divided into two by a partition } 
and in the rear another room, the floor 
of which was a few inches higher than 
that of the outer apartment* Lamps^ 
(if I may fo call fmall earthern miftiapen 
cups with cocoanut oil,) darkly allumi- 
nated thefe apartments ; the outer was 
covered with ordinary mats* the inner 
with one neatly woven and of various 
colours, with rufhes and palm tree fibres* 
At one end of this apartment was half 
ipread a large kind of mattrafs made of 
cotton, thin but not uncomfortable ; and 
here it was* that for the firlt time in my 
life, I was to repofe with the dulky 
daughters of Africa. 

Readers of different humours will 
view thU fcene with varied fentiments ; 
the jocular will anticipate the embarraff- 
ment erf a qualmifh youth, flioved into 
a neat hovel with a tall (lender and corns- 
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lyfout folate African girl who fat half 
averted from me in the part of the room 
tooft remote from the door and the place 
of repofe, . while another plumps middle 
fized wench flood laughing and gigglings 
by turns looking at me and then at her 
female partner * as if anxious to deter- 
mine whkh ftiouW enter upoti^ or avoid 
— eoflvetfajion* 

I could not for a t^e determine wheth- 
er to He dowt* in my clothes or undrefi 
•—I really forgot every thing but the buk- 
wardne& of my fituation. — The lamps, 
however, had fortunately nearly confir- 
med their oil, and I took advantage of 
the glimmer to difpofe of »y apparel, 
and lay down—like many a fojid hu£ 
band— with my face averted from my 
Ebo companions, who contrived to ap- 
proach and partake with me of the mat- 
trafs, and with it, as I infer from my 
own experience, of a pleafant repofe. 

When the morning appeared, a wick'* 
cr woven aperture admitted the light, and* 
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<tiftovered to me my two wives (for fo I 
muft henceforward call them) wrapped 
in the arms — of deep ; — one at each fide 
of me, but at a refpe&fui diftance. I 
lay a while refie&ing on the oddity of my 
fituation, and called to mind the graces 
of my own more favoured country-wo- 
men: I was foon however, diftufbed 
from my reveries, by the awakening of 
my two ladies, whofe countenances I 
thought feemed to rebuke me with diffa- 
$isfa£tion or contempt — for my want of 
polit£nefsto, or negledt of them. 

I could not fpeak a word of their lan- 
guage, and we were thus lying compo- 
sed in filence, when Hurdee announced 
a vifitor. I fallied forth without the ce- 
remonial of a bow, or a farewel ; and 
found the old Chieftain was waiting for 
me. He propofed a walk after I Ihould 
have refreshed myfelf ; we accordingly 
fat down to breakfaft, and I was joined 
by my wives, as we were about to pro- 
ceed on our little tour ; I was fhewn the 
greater part of the town ; we afcended 
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the hill to the fouth- weft ward, and the 
old man explained to me by means of 
HuitDEE, every particular that he 
thought worthy of notice, or that I 
ajked. 

The town ponfifts of about 120a hoti- 
fes,laid out into very regular ftreets,not fc 
much theeffe& of a previous plan, as of 
the judicious arrangements taken to pre- 
vent any dwelling encroaching on the 
line of a ftreet. The weft era fide of the 
fhallow rivulet that paffes through the 
town was firft planned, and laid out in 
<me great ftreet along its margin, not fpl- 
lowing its irregularities, but prefenting 
aftrait front. On the oppofite fide, the 
fame fyftem waspurfued, but the Greets, 
diverging from thefe to the feet of the 
hills, were wider on one fide than the 
other ; they terminated each in a large 
ftreet at the feet of each hill, beyond 
which were gardens or maize ground, 
orchards, or walks of orange or citron 
trees, with fome of the date and cocoa- 
nut — here was likewife to be. feen the 
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fbgar cane, and the fmeft maize I had 
ever beheld, and the tree from which the 
Cassava is procured* with a confidera- 
fale quantity of large fpecies of millet,, 
the broom, or Guinea corn. The whole 
town formed ahnoft a regular triangle ; 
die little rivulet divided it iato two irre- 
gular triangles, owing to its dividing 
more to one fide than the other ; the o- 
ther ftreets were ftrait, but at unequal 
diftances. 

I have before in fome degree defcribed 
the houfes of the Natives : I had now an 
opportunity of hearing the procefs of 
their building art defcribed, and witnefT- 
irig the truth of the defcription. 

When they purpofe building a houfe, 
they firfl: determine upon the form and 
extent of it, by fixing ftafces and making 
a large batik of earth within the line, ei- 
ther circular, femicircular, oblong or 
fquare, for they have houfes of all thefe 
forms: — this earth or clay being well 
tempered and mixed with fand, is beat 
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down and fmoothed with an inclinatioa 
of the plane to the door* They leave 
it expofed to the heat of the fan, which 
is here very considerable, for fame days 
before they proceed further. When 
they find it fuffjteiently hard, the frame is 
raifed, roughly as may be fuppofed, and 
eonne&ed by ropes of the cocoa bark* 
or dryed canes, or the withes or faplings 
of young*tree$, When they have fixed 
timbers round the cornice or eaves, if I 
may fo call it, they elevate two long flen^ 
der timbers at eaphcncj of the building, 
Thefe they tie firjniy at the corners, 
when the houfe is angular, and again at 
the, elevated points where they meet, 
longer tinjbers are raifed about the mid- 
dle, and \v bat may be called a ridge 
pole, confining of one (lender timber, 
firmly lafhed above throughout the whole 
length. Light branches are npw laid on, 
and the whole is covered over like the 
round huja, with the leaves or bark of 
trees, &c. This fpecies of building may 
be confiderable fumptuous, and is rare ; 
(fee /tru&ure of the round buildings f& 

Digitized by GOOgk 



( 75 ■) 

^litres lefs labour and combination.— 
When the roof is .covered, they proceed 
to fill up the fpaces between the corner 
pofte in the fides and ends : for this they 
drive flakes in regular order, leaving fit 
openings by their interruptions for doors 
or windows. Thefe laft are very nar- 
row and numerous, admitting a conftann 
draught of air, and capable of being 
eafily clofed : cane works formed with 
much ingenuity, ornament the fide. — 
When the walls are thus far completed, 
the outfide plaiftered with clay well 
kneeded, which being fmoothed, really 
has a handfonie appearance, but fuffers 
upon the fall of heavy rains, againft 
which every houfe is provided with a 
deep* ditch, leading all round to carry off 
the water as it falls. Each dwelling is 
feparated from the other by a fmall yard, 
marked by a fence or ftockade of pofts, 
of four to fix inches diameter. 

The king^s houfe alone was unencum- 
bered by a clofe neighbourhood, haying 
a greater fpace of yard in front. It bad 

— i 
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eight fooms, but was iri reality, twor 
houfes united : a handfome grafs plot, 
ftiaded by about ten or twelve lofty trees 
lay behind, and through this a path 
ftrewed with a brown and yellow glit- 
tering fand, led winding to the fummit 
of the hill s . where was rvneat hut erefted 
v.ith only a light roof, and fides compof^ 
ed of mats that admitted of being raifed 
or let down at pleafure. 

Before we had arrived at this place, I 
took care to fend Hurdee for a fevr 
articles that I purpofed prefenting to the 
king j and when we fat to reft, after 
afcending to this beautiful eminence, I 
took an opportunity of prefenting ta 
hixn, a handfome ornamented clafp knife, 
a fmall oval lookingglafs, fome brafs 
rings for bracelets, and a pair of ordina- 
ry pa0e fleeve buttons, with red tinfei 
and a gilt knot in them. The old man 
was highly delighted, and did not fpeak 
for feveral minutes, being fo much enga- 
ged in admiring his riches. He at laft 
\, broke out into expreffions of thanks, and 
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propofed fhewing me where he had lately 
fought a great battle with the Gal la 
king, who had invaded his kingdom, at- 
tempted to carry off his people, and re- 
duce the country to be under his own 
government. 

We proceeded along the weftern fide ot 
the hill, about three tniles, paflSng by a 
fine cultivated country, and large fields 
of corn. Huts were fcattered here and 
there along our courfe, and goats and 
Iheep grazed on the rich paftures as far as 
the eye could reach. We now defcend- 
cd through a wood, and entered a large 
plain : on our way to this place he re* 
lated the caufe of the invafion to have 
arifen from the following adventure* 

A party of hunters from one of the 
remote towns of the Ebo country, had 
jiurfued their game beyond what the 
Galla king >confidered his boundary, and 
were met by a party of the latter peo- 
ple likewife hunting. They now com- 
inenced apurfuit of the game, that had 
G 4 
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been nearly run down by the Ebo peo- 
ple, but were not fiiccefsful, for one of 
the Ebo hunters, brought it down with 
his fpear. The Galla hunters fought to 
appropriate it to themfelves ; a fray en- 
fued , one of the Galla people was killed, 
the reft put to flight, and the game brb*t 
off in triumph though feveral of the Ebo 
people were wounded feverely. 

*. 

Both parties were highly enraged; 
the Galla king raifed an army, invaded 
the country, burned two villages, carried 
off fome cattle, and a few prifoners, 
which he fold for flaves. The Eb o peo- 
ple were terrified with the firft fuccefles 
of the enemy : they alloted a confidera- 
ble force to oppofe them ; feveral ac- 
tions .Were fought, but the Ebo king, 
was fo much the fufferer in each, that bis 
army Was nearly deftroyed. The Galla 
king encouraged by thefe luccefles, and 
relying .too much on the weaknefs of 
the Ebo people, formed the refolution 
of fubjugatrng the whole country to his 
riile* For this purpofe he collected all 
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his force, and fpreading defolation as he 
paffed, crofled the great fwamp to the 
N. W. in order to avoid the circuit of 
the upper lands, and had already ap- 
proached within the diftance of three 
mites from the capital, where all the fu- 
gitives from the defolated towns, had ta- 
ken refuge. 

The city could be approached only by 
a narrow defile, through which the riv- 
er paffed, leaving a road on that fide 
next the city ; or by attempting the road 
over the hills and through the woods, 
. by which we had entered. The Ga l l a 
chief preferred the former : a p?rty of 
the Ebo people who had efcaped from 
bondage, communicated the' defign ; 
and the old Ebo chief took his meafures 
accordingly. He colle&ed a body of 
200 picked men, fupported by a body of 
300 more, to guarcj the pafs on the fide 
next to the enemy. Over thefe as the 
referve, he appointed his eldfeft fon, and 
his own brother ; the reft of his army 
he led himfelf, in two diyifions : his fe-' 
cond fon heading the left, in which his 
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principal wives* and their brothers, were 
diftributed* 

The king (hewed me the fpot where 
he took his ftation ; it, was an elevated 
fpot of ground, covered with large fha- 
dy trees* inacceffible in the front ; but 
overlooking the whole plain below, with 
which it communicated by two paths at 
fome diftance to the right and left. A 
path was opened, and a line of men 
ftretched along the top of the hill, to 
the edge of this pafs, to which he pad 
conftant attention* 

The G a l l a people attempted to 
march before fun rife, but a large fire 
fuddenly appearing on their right, at the 
diftance of about half a mile, occafioned 



* The ftout young women engage in moft of* 
the expeditions throughout the whole country ; 
this being an extraordinary occa fion, and utter ru- 
in or conqueft being the only alternative— the 
yottr^gboys and girls, followed their parents to this 
a&ion, and contributed by their prefence, to ren* 
•lei' it decifive. 
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them to halt : it ceafed in a few minute, 
but had the effeft of difpiriting the Gal* 
t a people •, who marched on however, 
about an -hour after, They advanced 
rapidly, and foon defcried the troops uft* 
der the kings eldeft fon, ready to receive 
them: the Gal la peeple began the 
attack by a difcharge of arrdws, which 
was returned hy the Ebo party; and 
Followed by a fecond flight before tha 
Ga l x a army expe&ed it. The G a l l a 
warriors then brandilhed their lances, 
clofed their ranks, and made a vigorous 
attack on the kings army, who being 
unprepared, threw by their bows, and 
clofed in a compaft body to receive 
them with their fpears: this oppofition 
was fliort, for the Ebo party fled into 
the narrow part of the pafs, as if panic 
ftruck, the Gal la people purfuing 
them. The two parties of the Ebo arm*, 
ed now rallied on the inner fide of a flo- 
ping ground ; and as the Gal la people 
crowded through the pafs to purfuethem, 
the old chief fallied from his recefs, and 
commenced the attack ki the rear. The 
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battle was now carried on With tfttf 
#reateft vigour on both fides. The 
Ebo army being fenfible that this Wa* 
their laft and only hope, fought Wkfi 
defperation; while the Galia troops, 
no lefs inftigated by the defire of vi&tory 
and plunder, exerted therafelves to th<* 
utmoft. 7 he daughter was terrible for 
a confiderable time «; the G a l l a peopte, 
however, at laft gave way, and fled in 
immenfe numbers to the river, amftrag 
the foremoft of whom was their chief.' 
He, however, rallied his troops on the 
plain, in front of their camp. The num- 
bers killed already exceeded that of the 
Ebo army ; what remained was ftifl as 
numerous. The old Ebo chief deter- 
mined to purfue his fuccefs, while his 
people \frere elated, and marched into 
the plain, fate as yet feemingto hold the 
balances of vi&ory. 

The attack was made by the eldeft 
fon, but he was met with fuch warmth 
and intrepidity by the enemy, that his 
ranks gave way* He called aloud to 
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them, and -drawling a circle round him 
with his (word, ^declared, he never would 
quit the fpot but with vi&ory. The 
people roufed by his bravery, returned 
to the charge, but; before they could refcue 
him, he fell, covered with wounds, and 
rtm through with lances. When his 
younger brother appeared, * having car- 
ried all before him on the left, a more 
defperate a&ion enfqcd ; the fhouting of 
women and children enlivened the Ebo 
people, when the arrival of the old chief 
$nd his brother, with their divifions, de- 
cided tl>e victory in their favour.— The 
enemy fought with defperation, but *the 
old chief having attacked them in the 
rear, no hope remained, and they who 
did not prefer death, were made cap* 
tives. 700 were taken prifoners, thofe 
who had remained in the Galla camp to 
guard againft furprife, took to flight ; 
numbers of them were takeq by the wo- 
men and fcattpred inhabitants, who pur- 
eed them for two days. The king, 
with but few followers, efFe&ed his ef- 
capp wjth much difficulty, while jnoft of 

•» 

Digitized by GOOgk 



( »4 ) 

the principal warriors were among the 
captives. ^ 

The Ebo king loft, befide his eldeft 
fon, his brother, who fell in the conflict, 
and three of his wives* The old man 
conduced me to the fpot, and I could 
not but be fenfiWy affe&ed at the tender- 
nefs which he difplayed, when fpeaking 
of them on this fcene of their valour 
and death. He appeared to me on this 
6ccafion, in a point of view very differ- 
ent from what he had at any time before, 
fo that I eftecmed the Man now, whom 
before I considered as the Savage. 

His perfon was ftrait and robuft, and 
of excellent fymetry, being about five 
feet ten inches high : his countenance 
was extremely expf effive ; his eye quick 
and penetrating, and his air and deport- 
ment affable, cheerful, and mild, but 
ftill cxpreffive of confidence and com- 
mand. He appeared to be about 55 
years old, but was more. He made a 
motion .to return, and we all moved to- 
wards the city by way of the pals : our 
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wive* Who had all followed us* now join* 
<dth4 party ; -and my ladies fought eve- 
ry means to divert and pleafe me, du- 
ring the, walk, by plucking flowers and 
fruits, or picking up pieces of broken ar- 
rows, ot! lances, and at the fame time, 
pointing at places, and fpeakirirg as if I 
under flood evfcry Word they feid~~they 
continued their lively gambols all tiie 
way hcdne# 
- **" 

. This Secies of amufemeat was at firft 
t0 me very loathfonie— but after feme 
time, I muft confers, the pains they 
ttfok to pleafe;, and the little eflbrts they 
made in the houfp, with theii* labour to 
teach and make me underftand their lan- 
guage, f0on' foftened my difgud : from 
laughing at their folly, I came'to like it, 
and to te thankful for their efforts to ex- 
eitfc it — and in fhortj foon became fo ha- 
bituated to my fituation, as not only to 
be fatisfied* but; pleafed with it* In faft, 
I felt a fondnefc for both my wives, al- 
though I reluftantly confefs it to the la-* 
4ies of my fornix aequaifttanc e;for they 

H 
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never differed but in their efforts to 
pleafe me, and never c&fpqted, left I 
fhould be offended. 

In all my fubfequent ramWes, they 
were never from me : when I talked to 
others, they were filently careffiog me, 
playing with my hands, or hair, handling 
my fide arms or, pockets j if I fat, they 
fquatted at my feet, and my buckles Jt>e^ 
came the obje&s of their care and curio- 
fity— for all which attention and favour, 
they appeared highly gratified, if I made 
but a return of bare notice, and highly 
familiar if I would enter into cpnverfa-* 
tion with them. 

We had now approached the town, 
and were met by feveral of the elders, 
and a confiderable .number of the inha«* 
bitants, both men and women, who 
formed a- proeeffion with us into the pub- 
lic ftreets. I hx*d now fome leifure and i 
opportunities to notice them ; they were 
evidently confiderable blacker than the 
natives of the lowor Co no country f 
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•ttd the neighbourhood of the Tea, wfrsr 
have generally a yellowifh tinge in their 
complexion, owing, I fuppofe, to their 
greater intercourfe with the whites. — 
Their ftature is generally between five 
feet fix inches, to fix feet high ; the few* 
cr number, however, approach the lat- 
ter height. The women were general- 
ly more (lender and fmaller, as is ufuai, 
than the men ; but were evidently more 
variable, in the firft refpeft particularly. 
Both fexes are admirably well formed, 
their limbs flrair, and bodies upright. — 
They go aimoft entirely naked ; the loins 
and \vaift only being covered ; the wo- 
men wear a flight garment, or bandage 
of cotton cloth, round the waift, or a 
fmall apron of cotton fluff, fancifully de- 
corated with feathers, or flrips of differ- 
ent coloured cloths ; this is about fix in- 
ches long, and eight broad, hanging in 
frbnt, and tied on by two firings of cot- 
ton, which knot behind, from which 
hangs a little tafTel. The men, from the 
age of puberty only, wear a narrow ban- 
dage of cotton cloth round the waift, 
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with aftrip of the fame kind, bat fiv?# 
or fix laches in breadth, tucked iio. 
before, and paffing thro* the crutch, fy 
contrived that die knot behind alfo af- 
fords a long bunch of taCel, like that of 
the women. The men df refpeft among 
them, befide a number of trifling orna** 
ments of fliells, ivory bracelets, &c. 
wear a large and broader piece of cotton, 
that hangs nearly down ta the knees like 

the Scotch highiander's trews. 

» 

Thefc fimple garments, however, dis- 
play works of ornament, diftin<& from 
thofe- of mere utility ; feathers, p&ecei 
of cotton cloth of diiferent colours, trin* 
kcte of copper, brais, glafs, and tinfel, 
of European fabrication, are frequently 
feen, but thefe are uniformly the figtis of 
riche3 or refpe&. The old chief was 
dreffed with a profufion of thefe baubles, 
fantastically arranged on a kind of da#k 
cotton - fmoe'k frock, that hung down 
clofe to his knees. 

Men and women uniformly wear rings 
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round their drifts and ancles, moftly of 
ivory, but Frequently matte of brail/ 
thefe are made merely large enough ti> 
admit the hand of foot through with. 
fome prcffure. Their leofenefs renders 
them to appearance inconvenient, but 
when we confider the numerous aukward 
"articles worn by both fexes in civilized life, 
we will not continue to wonder at the fa- 
Orifices which favages offer to that uiiiVef. 
ial idol, van xt y, feeing that thefe oriia- 
ltoents carry in their minds as lofty ideas 
as any excited either by the gold, or em- 
broidery, the . coronet, the purple, or 
Urmine. The ivory rings are made by 
fa wing the elephants tooth acrofs the 
liollow part, and polifhing the rings with 
the dull ; there are fome, however, \vho 
wear clafps or broad hoops, and other 
■ernamenrs of gold. 

The women wear beads of glafe and 

toetal, with little plates, and other fi- 

|pirfcs fufpended froift their necks in fuc-. 

<effive firings falling over their hreafts* 

Hz 
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Some of them that in infancy promife to 
be comely, by the early care of their 
'mothers, have rings put on while young, 
.which -filling as they grow, become tight, 
and this ornament in their riper years, is 
efteemed an objeft of peculiar note and 
elegance. Their admirers are more nu- 
merous* and the fpecies of ornament of- 
ten exhibits the love of (hew, admiration, 
and prudery in the fimple African, in as 
ridiculous and natural a point of view, as 
any of our poliflied faihionable female 
decorations. 

Every man wears a knife in bis gir- 
dle, the blatfe of which is from fix to 
eight inches long, refembling the blade 
of a fpontoon, rather narrower, but 
lharp at both edges; it is carried in a 
Iheath, genefally of rufh or reed work* 
and much ornamented. This inftrumem 
ferves for all purpofes, for cutting timber 
or food, flaying a beaft or an enemy $ 
and in occafions of war, is worn like** 
wife by the women. They employ it in 
their fimple procefs of agriculture witfr 
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much dexterity, and this with a fhaf p 
pointed (lake, was all the implement -I 
could difcover them ufing, either for dig- 
ging, turning up the foil, fowing or read- 
ing the atop. 

I have been thus particular in the outfet, 
-from having obferved when very young, 
that cireumllances among ftrangers are 
noticed more exa&ly at firft, than at a 
later period ; perhaps familiarity with 
jail obje&s leffens our admiration erf then*. 

The next morning the kiog {he wed m£ 
.th,e fpoils n>a4e in the Jate action, yvhich 
,had taken place as neatly as I could learn, 
about the month of June preceding* 
The bracelets arid -rings of gold •and 
.copper, the gold breaft plates, feme Eu- 
ropean fwords, and a numberlefs quan* 
tity Of trinkets, (pears, bows ami .an- 
.. rows, &c. formed a group of obje&s 
je?ttre!mely linking and atnufing. The 
fatne apartment contained a variety of 
other articles, fuch as prefentsmadehka 
J^y his own people, and by others* to* 
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j^ther with a quantity of elephant's teeth 
l3Lttd gold dvrft, which was contained in 
final! earthetr pans or pots, covered with 
wicker haJket work. 

Having fatlsfied my curiofity here, he 
' propofed that I Ihould go and fee the pri- 
fbners j we accordingly eroffed to the 
fouth-eaftern fide of the rivulet, where 
at the lower fide of the town, we found 
them confined in a large area within a 
thick ftockade, on the otttfide of which 
was a trench : the inftde was divided in- 
to parcel*, and hots irregularly conftruft- 
^ed, and the entrance as well as the 
whole circuit, was guarded by men witt^ 
fpears. / 

/We commonly find ourfelves impreffi. 
^d with emotions qf hdrror and cempa£» 
Hon, cm entering places where our fellow 
men are doomed to puni(hment or thrat-* 
dom. In the fcene before me, the ear 
was not indeed dinned with the clanking 
of heavy tetters, but was horrible in its 
peculiar way. The captives were defti- 
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t«te for die mad part wf eveft their' ii<*> 
cMary^covering, and^ound kicHfcrimfc 
faately togetfherby the hands and legs* 
the cords being again fattened *o the 
ground by (lakes; they were loafed a 
lew at a time once^very day, when eacfit 
Wasperraikted to eat the<*nly*neal they 
were allowed, confiftkig of rice and 
f>alm oM. Benevolence, however, forae* 
times broke through the rigours of a fa-* 
yage life, and occafionaHy alleviated the 
fefferings of the weakly, or the wotirid* 
ed with milk or other tieceflaries i tbeJi" 
co&dition on the whole was deplorable* 

- I had often In the<xrarfe of the voyag* 
itndof the journey, rebuked tnyfetf fotf 
feaving embarked in the African trade, 
but found a consolation in the reflect ion, 
that it was not from ^malicious inclina- 
tion or avaricious dtfpofition, that I had 
embarked m it, hut from the pr effing caH 
of neceffity, and at a time when my dif* 
fent could hot alter or obftru&the under- 
taking. On the .prefect occafion, howe- 
ver, I was fully convinced the removal 
* ' i 
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*f thefe poor Wretches evgn into the flit* 
very of the Weft Indies, would be an 
•A of humanity, rather than one expofed 
to cenfure. 

We paffed through the whole range of 
the place of confinement, the old chid; 
pointing out to me thofe who; were the 
greateft warriors of the Gal la nation* 
lie then intimated to me that % I might 
chufc fuch of them as I fhould think 
proper, and agree on what he was to re- 
ceive in return. I agreed to do fo, but 
requeued that I might have aa opportu- 
nity of converfingwith them, and chu- 
ling fuch as would go with me volunta* 
rily, if any could be found* To this he 
readily aflented ; and for the next week 
I continued to vifk them daily, and took 
occalicm. through my interpreter, to ex- 
hibit as flattering a profpeft of their fu- 
ture fituation in America, ftipuld they ga 
with me, as I thought was juft in itielf, 
and favorable to their wiihes. 

This week was occupied by occafion- 
al excurfion$, in fifhing and hunting par*. 
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ties, in pleafant evening entertainments, 
and at intervals by my vifits to the cap- 
tives. Having arranged matters on this 
fubjeft to my mind, I mentioned to the 
eld king the feveraj articles which I pro- 
pofed exchanging with him, and Slew- 
ing fpecimens of luch few articles as I 
had brought, propofed difpatching a per- 
fon to the ftiip with a letter, directing 
the Captain to fend a fhallop with goods 
to the mouth pf the little Congo, and 
that rafts fhould be ready with hands to 
convey them up the reft of the way.— 
The Gall a nation having fuffered fo 
much by their laft war, had now became 
fearful of moleftirtg or interfering with 
the Ebo people, a circumftance, which 
If we had previoufjy known, would have 
faved us along circuitous and trouble* 
fome journey, which tiiight now be per? 
forined with eafe in one half the time. 

The old chief was much pleafe£; three 
perfons were appointed to carry my dis- 
patches, and they departed accordingly* 
JVonj this time, I had ao occup^ticc but 
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^ftkii?g;myfelf acqttaio«ed-Wiih the lan- 
guage and manners of tbfc country,, »«4 
obtaining fueh itfformatipn as- they could* 
afford, » 

Their form of government is ^limited 
monarchy ; the affairs of, the nation are* 
pomprehended in the finaple meafore6f 
neceifery for -the defence againft* an -eae* 
jny, and fb far the chief is abfokite. — 
The abteft warrior, 1 is generaHy there- 
fore chofea to the place, fegtf be muft pof- 
&& other qnaiki£&,.hc xnaft merk the a£, 
fe&ions rather than exeke the fear* of 
thofe, whom hfe is. to govern* Thefre i» 
no writing, and of confeqiienceno writ* 
ten law ; the plain leflbns of natural 
equality in/regard to perfonal fafety and 
property, are well underftdod,, fo that 
parental and filial love, are among % theit* 
moft dtftinguifhed characters* — Difobe- fc 
dience to st parent in a. flight degree is 
leverelf puniftiabtc, and in a larger ex- 
tent, the punifhment extends to death or 
ilavery :-^-as every man has the means of 
obtaining a hou& by his induftry, and 
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conlequently wit! have tb defend it and 
Iris family, he is obliged by necfcffity for 
the time, and thence by habit, to be a 
foldier. From this circumftance there 
is no army, but the inhabitants are call, 
ed together by the urgency of neceffifcy 
• ot danger, or by the immediate will and 
command of their chief. Before they ar6 
difbanded, however, inquiry ismadeinta 
£hecondu&of the different officers, wheth- 
er they have done their dety, or wheth- 
er any one has eminently diflinguiftied 
himfelf. Thofe who are thus remarked 
£br their valour and good conduit in 
other refpeds, obtain a cfcnfiderable dif- 
tin&ion among them, and foon acquire, 
from the Hberality of their king and 
country, rewards in ornaments and other 
property, fuflklent to fupport the hon- 
ors they have acquired. 

Prom among thefe the king or chief 
Is chofen, in, the event of a vacancy by 
death, or otherwife. If the king has a 
fon or a brother diftinguijhed, and wor- 
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thy of the public confidence, the prefer! 
ence is given to bim ; but either the 
want of approved courage! of activity, 
of talents* or of a family arid children, 
are fufficient disqualifications to prevent 
his ela&ipo. On fuch an occafion, tliQ 
old men and warriors from all parts of 
t:ie kingdom, me^tand chufi? the perfoji 
whofe character is t>eft fitted to the im- 
portant truft, If two or more are equal 
in eft ligation, it falls to him who has the 
greateft number of children, which* 
from the prevalence of polygamy, as 
well as other circumflances, the wan?* 
climate* &c. it may readUy be fuppofed^ 
are ipqonfiderable numbers t 

It is remarkable, however, that hoC, 
pitaliry is ojoeof the virtues vrhich pro- 
cure men diftin&iqn among thef? people j 
I faw two inftances of this, during my 
(lay at Quappa ££Q : a perfj?n who had 
A by his own valour, with the induftry of 
a daughter and fon, Required coafidera-r 
ble fpoil frpin the Q.AL la invaders, and^ 
had iei«ed a large flock of their cattle* 
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'Was faddenly raifed to opulence. Hfc 
W&s eag^t* CO follow the paffion of his 
Country rtien, to (hare Ms riches, andob. 
taift the repCftation of an hofpi table man ; 
Vis own immediate relatives were invi- 
ted tb his hotife, and preparations com- 
tnericed for a furfiptuous feaft for th6 
Icing, with all the dlders at court, and 
thofeof the neighboring towns of the 
tgo country. The forefts were rava- 
ged for venifoft, and the trees for fruit ; 
the palm poured forth its exhMefating 
juices, and leVery fkin fhined in bright 
i>lackftefs with the anointing of rich oils* 
The elclers Wore their beft makads or 
*drefles, arid the yoxing girls displayed 
"their feathers and rings with all the pur- 
pofed artifice of coquetry. -^-The feaft is 
field oh a lawn Or plain, the conversation 
Is general, on fubje&s of love, war, or 
hunting ; the parties employed taking 
frequent opportunities of making it par. 
tial. The gefierous entertainer takes 
*£are that all aire fatisfied, encourages the 
warriors to valour, the lovers to fidelity, 
SukI reminds them that thefe virtues are 
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the only fare paths to univerfal JJfgarcf- 
Thefe fenumeats, no doubts a*e.nptexr 
preffed in their regular form, bst in this 
way (if I may jfo exprefs it) may tbeir 
ideas and expreffiops be, translated. Tfer 
roafter of the feaft then<;efQcyv&rdbe&mf& 
£ man of celebrity, and is called to.tbf? 
meetings of the elders of .the feyeral 
towns, which at ftated %)m& Iffimbfe 
and confuk upononeaiures of r copw#j* 



The rcpaft terminates with , a daaqpce> 
to the m*^ of two forts of drupas rthe? 
one made by t cutting tfye jxunJc.Qf N a ;Jkpf~ 
low tree acr^fs abopt ,a foot An diatti*ter> 
and eighteen inches long. The bark » 
pulled off, and the. kpotjy „p?rts ra^de 
finooth ; a.fqwrehole is^eut in its ftde, 
and a piece of ^drjjsd fheep Mfi drawn 
light over it; both ends are covered in 
the fame way, and. beads, rings,. &c. w 
fixed to it. The other ]kjnd k the gourd 
or callabalh, cut off at one fide, and a 
fkin drawn oyer it ip like manner — l?pth 
thefe inilrux»ents are founded by ftriking 
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with the band or fingers. The dance, 
as may be fuppofed, is neither pleafant 
to the eye, nor agreeable to the ear, of 
& perfon acquainted with the found of a 
violin, but to them is a fource of the 
greateft enjoyment* 

From thefe particulars, it might poffi^ 
Wy be fuppofed that the inhabitants ar€» 
of a very a&ive chara&er* The reverfe, 
however, is the fact ; they are from the 
natural e£e& of the climate, indolent to 
an extreme, but in cafes of exigency ex- 
hibit a vigour .that ds tnriy furprifmg.— 
Their wants are but few, and a warm 
fun and prolific foil fepenredes that pow- 
erful flimuitts to a&rvity — neceflky*— * 
They know mot thofe cares which call ' 
forth labor, to provide for their .child* 
renv oafcure h tfedr inheritance j if *hey 
poSk& rice, roots, and pplm wine, a 
^aw, 3 few goats or flieep, to afford them 
occafionally milk tar mew, tafeed them* 
letves and entertain their friends, they en- 
joy consummate happinefs. In metals 
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they find little value, except for occafion* 
al ornament and exchange for provifions* 
For this purpofe moitly when prompted 
by the foft paffion, both fexes will fpend 
weeks in tedious fucceffion gathering gold 
duft in but fcabty portions. The com- 
mand of a parent, the defire of a brother 
or fifter, or the order of a chief, will 
procure theJike affiduity, but thefe latter 
occafions are rare. This operation is 
performed only in die rainy feafon, when 
the torrents which fall wafh down from 
the high lands, the fands and foil in 
which thefe riches arc lodged. . The 
fpecific gravity of the metal caufes it to 
fubfide, while lighter bodies are hurried 
along with the waters, a&d thus k is 
that where the roots of trees, or crevices 
between rocks, fufpend the rapid courfe 
of the ftream, the gold duft fettles with 
the coarfirr particles pf the fend, and is 
gathered by the African, and depofited 
in his gourd orxallabaih. , . . . 

Whea 9 fufficient quantity is colle^ed, 
it is taken to a ftaoiAing water, \vhere it 
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is again cleanly wafhed from all particles 
of earth, aftd in this ftate is referved fof 
their ptirpofes of trade, or fon being form* 
ed into trinkets. This they perform 
with the rude clay crucibles and charcoal 
fires ; fome preferve it in ffnall bars, of 
the vaiae of about ten dollars, which 
method is much more convenient for the 
trader, than when in dufh 

. I have before noticed that polygamy 
is cuftomary among them, for having no 
religious iniVituiions, the pra&ice cabriot 
be confidered a matter of toleration | 
but it muft be obferved, that be the nunv* 
ber of wives ever fo many, there is uni- 
formly one who holds a diflinguifhed 
place in the family. She is called the 
maki lma, and has the privilege of cti- 
re&ing the domeftic concerns arid em^ 
ployments of the reft ; fhe -fits next to 
the matter of the family, and obtains z 
iuitable and undifputed regard from all 
the other -members of it, whofe labors 
flw fuperintends and controuls ; for how- 
ever opulent the hu&and may be, his 
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*v\x>& muft work, and by «b$m *rc aH 
the labors of agriculture ufually per- 
formed. This appears certainly very 
laborious cotsfidering the heat of the dAr 
mate, but k muft hkewife be obferved* 
that the foil is kmtriaot, and the vegetal 
fion rapid, the feafons of tillage tbottgh 
frequent, are ftiort, aad the wants of the 
ravage hfe few and firaplc ; be muft he 
a poor and a fpiritlefs African, who caa- 
nat maintain thrte or four wives* 

The ferenity and eveunefs. of their 
tampers is truly admirable ; their cheer* 
fulnefs ts feldora clouded by paffion ; and 
jealoufy is rare among the raen, although 
the women are by ho means averfe te 
gallantry* In fa£t, die commerce of 
the fexes, as may have been already &r* 
mtfed by the reader, is not (hackled by 
'the forms of laws, or die refinements of 
etiquette or bypocrify ; the fenfe of 
fttame is totally difconne&cd; with thei* 
»leas on this head, though no people are 
more Arenuous and caalined in their a£+ 
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. Iqregularities of ~co#dtt& are not, Jjuaw- 
wej-, tolerated, though the dtfeoveny • is 
oat. attended with difgrjacej the ga|lan& 
if € dete#ed,ts fub|e#ed to ,a fine, by the 
IPjerfon aggrieved, fudi ^s #. ;fheep, a 
goaf, ,acow, r fome rke, ^uid the l|}fe.r-r* 
Inftances have been known of a hufV 
band cqn«|iving with his wife, ,to entice 
Iperfoos into this foai^e, #od to fh^e^h^ 
^t^ions-of tfjeir treacherous cunning; 
4upb in^pttces, however, jare extremely 
rare, $xi& not peculiar to the ..black chil- 
,4rea<of Africa. 

In ofher refpe£b th^y exhibit , e*3t»* 
.pies that would do honor to the m#ft ex- 
jalfed people, pf the civilized world: ip 
Jfri^dfcip and benevolence, no people 
-are fo truly ftedf^ft and difihterefted ; 
aqd- theft, the reputed vice of all lava- 
ges, is. rarely known. among them ;,the 
-unfbrtupate are Ture of the folacing aid 
ax%d fugpgrt of % their fronds, .y^Stfe Hh>d- 
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Ifetfs does not halt even at the lapfe of 
life. When a neighbour die's poor, thejr 
aflemble and perform fcertaiq cejremcmies 
with the fame refpe<ft as if be were ovt 
of their own chiefs j if he leaves* chil- 
dren unprovided -for, they are adopted 
and bred up ; if marriageable, they 'art 
provided with (likable campaniorts, anl 
the means to commence anew family* 

Hearing that th* rhafter o# a family 
Whom I had feen on my arrival, was dead 
in my rtdghbourhood* I was inclined t6 
attend, having heard that their funerai 
ceremonies were ftratigely ludicrous. -7*- 
tt is their rule never to bury the body oh 
the day of deceafe, the intervening night 
feeing devoted to lanieiUation $ the wo- 
luen of the family perform the damorotfe 
'part of this duty* and with little inter- 
tniffion, tintil the corps is interred.—*- 
They feat themfelves in order round the 
deceased, his favourite Wife being feated 
at the head ; if thedeceafed bp a woman* 
the raoft beloved matron ot the family 
performs the fame office. Should the 
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family not afford a Efficient number*>f 
women, they call in friends, or employ 
grangers tp affift them, whom they re* 
Ward ac^rding to iperk* In the pre-, 
Cent inflange, the deceafed had beep rich, 
hut had few female relatives befides his 
lyives, who hearing that I me?tpt to at- 
tend the funeral, h§d refolded to jfhow 
t£eir refpe^ for the deceafed ina(Ver, rp 
$ie mqft pomppus Jnanqer, by procu^ 
ring ^lamentation which they could not 
Qf themfelvf s find lungs to fuppc/t. It; 
appeared, however, that the perfons em- 
ployed had been differently rewarded, 
and their tones varied in proportion %a 
the value received, ?l11 wejre found too 
low for tlie occafion, The wives wer$ 
diffati^fied, but reforted to the expedient 
of fqrther prefents to promote the vi- 
gour of their grief; a fenfible effe& was 
produced, for with an increafe of found 
from the iamenters, there was an evi- 
dent change m the tone of what they ut, 
tared, different ffom that of the widows, 
^nd very different from that of grief.—, 
Tfye matrons ha(J farther refort to their 
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firftpfan, but the poor women, unae- 
ctiftomed to diflcmble, could not now 
Conceal tinder their wailing^, the fatis- 
fa&iort which they derived ream the val- 
ue of tbeir prefenjs received, and fcarce- 
fy reftrain the {mile. The wives them- 
fdves appeared glad, when T vifited then* 
on the morning, at the approaching pfe~ 
riodof their grief ; when the good man 
was wrapped in a kind of mattrafs, and 
carried to a grave where he was inter- 
red, and further lamentaticta ceafed.— • 
The whole then returned to the houfe of 
the deceafed, and the fcene of grief $vas 
converted , into merriment ; men^ and ; 
women regaled with palm wine, and 
then difperfed to their refpe&ive homes. 

Their notions concerning death, prove 
that they have an idea of a future ftiate* 
of exiftence ; they believe that after a 
given time* they muft return to their 
own country, and remain -for ever free* 
from careorpain ;on this account it fhould 
feem that they are always hospitable to 
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ftrangers on their arrival among them, 
as they confider fuch perfons coming 
thither, and from a judicious choice, 
preferring it to other countries. 

Girls are ufually marriageable at four- 
teen, but few of them bear their virgin 
zone untied to the nuptial bed ; this, 
however, is never afubjeft offolicitude 
or inquiry. The ceremony of marriage 
is very fimple ; a few prefents of orna- 
ments are made by the lover to the bride, 
her father or friend gives in return a few 
lances, bows, and arrows, a knife, and 
fome provifions; the relations and friends 
of both fexes meet together in the even- 
ing, drink plentifully of palm wine, and- 
dance, till pretty late, when the bride 
goes to her hufband's hut, and the next 
day enters on the employment and duties 
of her ftation. 

Their police is as fimple as their man- 
ners, and more efficacious than volumes 
of laboured regulations. I have before 

K 

Digitized by VjOOQl€ 



I «o ) 

noticed that offences againft parents, art 
punifhed by flavery or death ; thefts $ 
alfofaid are rare ; the catalogue of their 
crimes is indeed a brief ope : ifaquan, 
rel arifes, or blows enfue, or if any per- 
lonal injury is done, through paffion, or 
any finifter motive, a complaint is made; 
to one or more of the elders of tfoe vilr 
Iage or town, who, after hearing the 
complaint, and the perfpn complained 
of, give their deqfion by the plain rules; 
of common fenfe, from which there is 
no appeal \ inftances of murder are very 
rare, one, however, too|c placp while I 
was among them ; the culprit was fciz-* 
ed, brought before the old King, whq 
immediately on hearing the c^fe, patted 
his fentenc? of death, and ordered fix of 
the be(t markfmen from among his guards 
to feize and bind him to a tree, and to 
flioot him to death with arrows. The 
appointed perfons could not but obey, 
they ftood at about ten paces from the 
vi&im, and he died at the firft difcharge* 
from which f?id| may be fonne$ £ tp^i 
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fable idea of their fkill and power witfi 
thdfe weapons : the body was interred 
6n the fpot, and was looked at with an 
Siwe that could not fail of producing 
ftrong moral impreflions* 

Stealing and fuch petty offences are 
generally puniftred by felling the offend- 
er into (lavery. When a thief is detect- 
ed, the neighbourhood affemble, and are 
bound to make it a common affair ; if 
iconvi&ed, the full value of the thing 
ftoien is made good to the perfon ag- 
grieved, from the fale of the culprit, 
with one third of whatever Jhoiild re- 
main ; the two other thirds are a per- 
quUke to the king. 

Perfons who have borrowed goods or 
property of any kind, and have failed to 
make reftitution, are brought before the 
chief, or elders ; and if found to have 
Wilfully avoided payment, or neglefted 
it through indolence, he is fold, and if . 
not fufSciently valuable, his children or 
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wife, or wives, or altogether, are fold 
to make up the Him ; as they fay the 
community fhould not be made to fuffer 
by the knavery or idlenefs of one man, 
who has rendered himfelf unworthy by 
negle&ing the duty he owed his owrt chil- ' 
dren, his wives, and himfelf. The cafe 
of the favage in this particular, is more 
fevere than in any other of their modes 
of juftice ; but it rauft be allowed, that 
'the eafe and abundance of their climate 
and foil, afford flrong evidence of vice in 
the man, who with fuch advantages, ftiU 
contrives to wrong others without bet- 
tering himfelf, where neither fafhion, 
luxury, nor arts exift to feduce or allure 
him : indeed I believe it will be found 
true upon examination, that they decide 
with wifdom, when they pronounce the 
borrower who means not to return, only 
a more wicked kind of robber. 

I have before faid they bave no reli- 
giops inftitutions ; they however enter- 
tain certain fentiments common to all 



Digitized by G00gle 



( "3 ) 

ages and nations ; they believe in a hap- 
py futurity of life in cheir own country ; 
and they have fome idea of a Supreme 
Being, who has made them. and all 
things . T hey call him K a n n o , and af- 
cribe to him infinite power, and alf the 
common attributes of the Divinity, ex- 
cepting only the eternity of the perfon. 
They believe that he will, die and be fuc- 
ceeded by another, who will punifti the 
vicious and reward the good, in propor- 
tion to their merit or demerit. They 
believe like wife that the deceafed become 
jfpirits, and ad as protedors or guardians 
to their farmer friends ; under which im- 
preffion, one of them, when flying from 
danger, will hurry to the grave dF his 
patronifmg friend, where if he efcapes, 
k is all attributed to the interpofition of 
this good genius, either perfonally, or by 
interceflkm with the Kan no. This pro- 
te&ing fpirit they cali the Jan nan in, 
and hold it in higher refpe£ and venera- 
tion than their Supreme Being. 7 hey 
coa&lt the private J an nan in in any 
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cafe of uncertainty and doubt, with fijH 
t confidence that he will, dire& them for 
the bed. They facrifice to them on 
thefe occafions, a cow, rice aqd palm 
wine, believing that this fub-deity de- 
lights in no other kind of offering. If 
they prove fuccefsful in any of their un- 
dertakings, they facrifice for gratitude, 
and if unfuccefsful, theyjikewife facrifice 
to appeafe the offended fpirit. Their 
prayers and incantations, although in- 
tended for the Supreme Being, are all 
addreffed to thefe fpirits as mediators for- 
them with the Kan no, of whom, as men- 
tioned before, they hold the mofl exalt- 
ed ideas that can be imagined. 

They are as mi\ch given to the belief 
in forcerers and magicians, as to that of 
the good fpirits. Thefe they are per- 
fuaded, have a power over the feafans, 
are able to forward or retard the growth 
of their rice, deftroy the cattle, affli& 
them with difeafe, and render their lives 
miferable . They believe all the Albinos, 
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or white Moors are of this clafs of be* 
logs, and the poor wretches from this 
char after* are conftantly harafled and 
tormented by the people. They find-* 
ing themfelves excluded from fociety, 
and attacked on every occafion, are un* 
der the neceflity of providing for them, 
felves fome private cavern. They re- 
tire, and conftru&ing a hut in the neigh* 
boring woods, remain private, and iffiie 
forth only at night, not being able, from 
the ftru&ure of their eyes, to bear the 
brilliant light of the day. In thefe ex* 
eurfions they plunder indifcriminately* 
not confidering themfelves interested in 
preferving the laws and cuftoms of their 
country; and frequently being unac* 
quainted- with them, they *wili deftroy 
the property, and do whatever mifchief 
they can, without being immediately dis- 
covered. Their appearance has confide 
erable eflfeft in exciting thefe unfriendly 
opinions of the Albinos in the minds of 
the people* They go entirely caked $ 
their 1km is white, but lias not that aafc- 
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mated appearance fo perceptibly in Eu- 
ropeans ; it has a dull, deathlike whit- 
Ifli caft that conveys an idea more of fick- 
ftefi than of health. Their hair is a red 
or afhes- coloured yeliowifh wool; and 
their, eyes are uniformly white, in that 
part by which others are diftinguifhed 
into the black, grey, and blue eyes. — 
I They are fet deep in the head, and very 
f commonly (quint ; for as their (kin is de- 
I prived of the black mucous web, the 
I diftinguilhing charaSeriftic of thefe Af- 
I ricans, fo their eyes are deftitute of that 
f - black matter refembling a pigment, fo 
uniformly found in people of all coun- 
jf$ tries, and fo ufef ul in preventing the eye 
pv/frotu being injured in cafes of expofure 
J to a ftrong fight. 

Thefe people rendered unfortunate by 
a prejudice of their countrymen, are 
born of black parents, they have Ml the 
features of other inhabitants, but differ 
from them only in thefe circumftances* 
The difference in colour cannot arife 
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froiil the Irifcercotirfei of "Whites &ntl 
blacks, for the whites are very rarely 
aijaong them, and the re£uk of this union 
is well knciwn to be the yellow or mu- 
latto. Many of the Natives aflert that 
they are produced by the women, being 
debauched Jo palling through the woods 
by the large Baboon, the Gnrang-outang* 
and that fpecies in particular called the 
Qu a<* a m o o R o o s , No fatisfa&ory dis- 
covery has been made to account for fucfe 
Angular, but not tin-frequent, phenofeena 
in the fpecies, it may perhaps be afcri- 
bed to difeafe, and that of the teprouS 
kind, with more areafon than to any oth* 
&r caufe that has yet been afligned ; the 
generally apparent v\got of the individ- 
uals being the only material obje&ion. 

The time of new fneort is always at- 
tended to, and celebrated as a feltivalby 
the Ebo nation. No work is done on 
this day, nor do they enter into contra 6ts, 
or execute bufinefs, though the occafion 
be of ever lb urgent a nature. The dif* 



Digitized by VjOOQl€ 



( H$ ) 

ferent families aflemble at art appointed 
place, and begin to dance by the time it 
is clear day, and continue till the heat 
becomes difagreeible : they then retirfc 
and enjoy each other's company in fmall 
parties, in different places throughout, 
the day, drinking of palm wine, and 
renewing the dance in the evening* 

Their year Is divided into fotir parts t 
the funny feafon, the tornado feafon, the 
rainy feafon, and the foggy feafon, nd 
fub-divifion, fuch as months ahd weeksi 
are attended to* except the different peri- 
ods of new moon, by which they afcer- 
tain the time of planting their rice* hunt* 
ing, filhing, and building. 

The funny feafon commences about the 
/- laft of December, and ends about the laft 
of April, continuing not lefs than four 
months, in which time the inhabitants 
colled the different kinds of fruit, intend- 
ed for provifions ; gather in their rice, 
and provide in general againft the more 
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unfriendly feafon. The country being 
fttuate between the io°and iz° offouth 
latitude, this feafon anfwers to that of 
fammer in our clirpate ; the month of * 
February being efteejned piidfujnineF 
with them. In this feafon the inhabit- 
ants ar£ frequently vifited by the land 
p loud, called Fprrino by the Portuguefe, 
which is jnoft frequent in the dry fyltry 
feather, about the time of noon, and 
tnoftly when eaflerly winds prevail. It 
makes its appearance like a cloud, or 
thick white mift, extended but a few hun- 
dred yards in brpadth, but jn length co- 
vering the fpace of one or two miles, ir> 
Jieight not exceeding one hundred feet. 
There are many varieties, however, ip 
thefe particulars of extent, it being re- 
marked that the largeft are in general 
%he le^ft diftr effing, from the circupi^ 
(lance of their being ipore dijfufed, and 
left denfe thap the ftnallpr. When one 
*>f thefe clouds appears, the inhabitant^ 
(hut themfelves up in their hoyfes, the 
goats, (beep, &c. fly for fhejter tp the 
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oeareft hovels or thickets, and every 
animal appears adxious to avoid expofure 
to its influence. When it comes in con- 
tact with the body, a fenfible increafe of 
heat is firftobferved, the refpiration is then 
inftantly affefted in a very peculiar man- 
ner, attended with an itching, prickling 
ienfation on -the fldn, increafing with the 
length of expofure, fo as to be aim oft 
intolerable, with a drynefs and a&uaf 
change of colour in the negro, from the 
black to a duflcy grey. It does not ap- 
pear to affed the refpiration by any fen- 
fible quality of its own, for no ftri&ure 
or pain is perceptible about the breaft, 
when taken into the lungs, but an ex~ 
travagant anxiety, an uneafinefs of mind, 
a want of fomething to fupport life, the 
nature of which we did not underftand, 
was very evident. Its increaftd heat 
could not be the caufe, for common at- 
mofpheric air of that or a much greater 
temperature, would not produce effects 
in any degree equal to this — viz. the de- 
ftru&ion of Jife. Its colour^ and its 
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continuing in contaft with the furface of 
the earth, although warmer than the 
(unrounding atmoiphere, will prove it 
to be a fluid very different from common 
air ; probably fome exhalation or erup- 
tion, fimilar to the vulcanic, difcharged 
from the earth in the vaft deferts eafl— 
ward of this, by the violent and conftant 
a&ion of heat, and wafted on by the 
t prevalence of eafterly winds. This at 
leaft is certain, that it is an air deprived 
df that property by which life isfupport- 
ed, for it uniformly extinguifhes the fires 
tDver which it pafles. This cloud is more 
particularly injurious in high and open 
fituations, in the neighborhood of the ci- 
ty, where the country is low, and fhel- 
tered by the adjoining hills ; inftancqs of 
death from this fource are but rare; 
back of this, however, where the coun- 
try is higher and more expofed, they are 
by no nieam unfrequent, particularly 
among the wild animals ; fometimes like- 
wife the domeftic animals, and occafion- 

L 
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211y the unfortunate inhabitants expert- 
nee its deftru&ive influence. 

The weather continues warm without 
interruption, except by a few occafioru 
al fhowers of rain, till the laft of April, 
when the feafon of Tornadoes commen- 
ces. Thefe are violent hurricanes tjijit 
infeft the warni tropical climates, 
throughout thfe part of the year. They, 
are in general preceded by an uncommon 
degree of calmnefs and ftillnefs in the air, 
the leaves of the trees ceafe to move, 
and the ponds and other waters refembie 
glafs by the fmoothnefs of their furfaces, 
every thing indicating a fufpenfion of cir- 
culation in the atmofpheric air. In that 
night and next day the wind rifes, but 
is extremely irregular, changing rapidly 
to all points of the compafs, and blow- 
ing from them only i« fudden gufts, or. 
.what are called flaws. At length a fud- 
den and violent blaft is obferved from the 
weft ; the horizon begins now to be co- 
vered with fcattered clouds, and one 
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Wack, peculiarly thick and heavy cloud 
makes its appearance in fome point weft- 
wardly. This advances rapidly, extend- 
ing itfelf over the greater part of the ho- 
rizon, attended with conftant ahd reite- 
rated claps of thunder, and the moft fe- 
vere flafhes of lightning, which appear 
to contend for pre-eminence with the ex- 
traordinary d&rknefs which would other- 
wife prevail ; torrents of rain fucceed, 
which, by their weight and violence, 
would threaten to force away even the 
earth itfelf in its murfe. To a fcerte of 
this kind I was witnefs, after my return 
from the prefent expedition, while we 
lay on the river receiving "the remainder 
of the cargo. I thought it the moft aw- 
fully majeftic of any fight I had ever be- 
held, and fu'ch as would afford a moft 
elegant field for the descriptive genius of 
fome poet, to difplay itfelf to advantage. 
To fee a partial midnight, like a mon- 
ger winging its courfe through the air t 
darting from its horrid brow the incef- 
fant ftreams of ele&ric fire, enforcing 
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Cleat and awful attention by the con- 
ftant and reiterated peals of dreadful 
thunder , and marking its progrefs by 
the vaft deluge of rain which uniformly 
falls as it advances, leaves an impreffion 
on the mind of the moft impofing gran- 
deur that can be imagined. 

This difagreeable feafon, in which the 
inhabitants live under the continued im- 
preffion of fear, is not as lengthy as the 
others. It commences as mentioned be- 
fore, in the laft of April, and is gene* 
rally over by the middle or laft of June. 
About this time the rainy feafon fets in, 
and continues, without interruption till 
the end of September ; in all which 
time, fcarcely a day pafles without the 
country being drenched by one or more 
fhowers. of rain, the violence and force 
of which, can fcarcely be conceived by 
thofe who have only lived in the northern 
or even middle latitudes. Next enfues 
the feafon very properly called the Fog- 
gy, from the fun being obfcured through- 
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out the greateft part of the day, by a 
thick denfe fog, which falling at night, 
covers the whole horizon fo completely r 
as not to admit of a view, except for 
the diftance of a few yards. This is , 
doubtlefs occafioned by the cold in the 
Vipper regions in the atmofphere, con- v 
denfing the Water evaporated from 
the ponds, marfties, and low grounds, 
which are all overflown and covered 
with water, by the exceflive rains in the 
preceding feafon. The heat of the fun 
produces the evaporation, the cold of 
night enfuing condenfes the vapor which 
defcending in confequence, obfcures the 
profpefr, tHl the fun on the fucceeding 
* day, reftoreS it to the form of vapor, 
and occafioos a further exhalation. This 
continues until the excefs of water is ei- 
ther evaporated, or has run off, which 
generally takes place about the laft of 
December — the fucceeding, or funny' 
feafon, gliding on imperceptibly as this 
declines. The firft part of this feafon 
is, properly fpeaking f their winter, for 
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though the weather about noon would 
be called warm by perfons in our cli- 
mate, yet the morning? are in general, 
fuch as are ftiled raw and cqhl. 

My time was now eonftantly occupi- 
ed by the cuftoms and characters of the 
people among whom I lived ; and the 
twenty-two days of danger and fatigue, 
which I had endured on the journey, ap- 
peared but as hours of pieafant trial long 
paft, for, from the 7th of March,* the 
day of the departure of the meflengers* 
to their return on the 3d of April, hav- 
ing no other objetts to engrofs my at* 
tention, I had become fo perfe&ly famil- 
iar with my company and way of life, 
that I could almoft have brought myfelf, 
if felf alone were concerned, to relin- 
quish the buftle and cares of enlightened 
fociety, to partake of the fimplicity and 
kind maimers of the cheerful African. 

I had become defirous of acquiring all 
tiieir knowledge, and found the people 
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ready to communicate what they icnew $ 
among others of their arts* and of the 
mod important to them, that of extract- 
ing the oil from the fruit of the palm 
tree, excited my curtofity, becaufe the 
procefs indicates a combination of ideas, 
that the Africans are alledged incapable 
of maintaining. 

The palm tree— the objeft which firft 
attrafts the obferving eye of the ftranger, 
and the regard of the natives, is called 
Avoir r a ; the various ufes to which it 
is capable of being applied, juftify their 
prediie&ion. Itrifesto the height of, 
from 58 to 60 feet, prefents a trunk at 
its full growth of from 30 inches to 3 
feet in diameter, at the height of 4 feet 
from the ground it infenfibly lefiens, but 
without branches to the top, where ic 
may be about a foot or more, in diam- 
eter. From this part the branches, or 
rather fibrous leaves, expand in a beauti- 
ful tuft like rays from a centre, to the 
variable length of fix, eight, and twelve 
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feet, tfi drdet 16 pf bctire th6 wine And 
tlte frdit, they clirtib this tffee* with re- 
markable fpefed and adroitriefsj by 
means df a rope, or hoop, which enclo- 
fei the trunk 6f the tre<^ but fo as t6 
leave commodious room for attion to 
the climber. He' being provided with 
his empty callabafhes, and a knife in his 
girdle, places himfelf within the hoop, 
a^aihft which he leans his back, arid rai- 
fes himfelf up by his feet placed againft 
the tree* till he can rife no higher, when 
h£ has thus far elevated himfelf, he. 
grafps the tree in His arms, and raifes 
the hoop as far up as it will extend, arid 
again leans agatirift the hoop, thus conti- 
nues to raife himfelf by his feet and the 
hoop, until he gains the top, where 
vfitl* his knife, he cuts away fuch of the 
branches as are neceflary, to afford room 
for his caliabafh. He then proceeds to 
make an incifion in the tree, and forriis 
a* lip or fpout, for the conveyance of the 
juke, which ffows in a few days from 
this- aperture. Sometimes they fix a 
tfnall piece of a hollow cane in the hole, 
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through which the liquor flows for near- 
ly a month, they taking care to fupply 
new veflels to receive it accordingly a* 
the others fill ; when it appears to flow 
{lowly, they kindle a fire at the foot of 
the tree, and it again flows, as faft as 
formerly, but the tree is then exhaufted, 
and will not bear again, but it is converted 
to domeftic ufes. The juice when frefli 
drawn, refembles water flightly colour- 
ed by milk ; in the courfe of a few 
hours, however, it undergoes a light fei> 
mentation, and becomes a'wine of very 
pleafant flavor, much refembling that of 
the weak Spanifh white wines, but foon 
lofes ttxefe properties, being unlike other 
wines, growing worfe by age. But the 
fruit is the ipoft valuable part ; this 
grows at the top between the branches ; 
when young, it is ufed as food by roafl> 
ing, and is of delicate flavor, being cover- 
ed wheafull grown and ripe, with a hard 
ftiell of a brown color, but which when 
cut, appears black in the edge. The 
oil, foeflfcntial an article of food, and of 
domeftic ufe, for anointing their bodies, 
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ftfcdlng their tap^,' and Various other 
ufcs, is procured by efcpreffioh. The 
*uts are brfcken in a trough made of a 
hollowed tree, and planks rudely hewn 
tire then placed over each other for the 
prefi, the power of compreffion being 
produced by a long piece of timber, add- 
ing as a lever, is made firm at one end, 
tflofe beyond the planks, and refting on 
th^ra, the other end is forced down by 
the weight of a number of perfons, who 
place themfelves on it, until they find by 
the quantity of oil that has run off, that 
it has been fufficiently preffed. The oil 
appears of a crude reddifh color when 
frdh, but chartges to yellow, and at 
lfength to white. To the palate of the 
white man^ this oil in any ftate is Very 
fiaufeous at firft, until like tobacco, from 
being difagreeaMe, habit renders itplea- 
fant ; the Africans employ it in all their 
tneals, With yams, ride, millet, fifh, and 
feven with beef and mutton. 

The palm poffefles many ufeful quaiL 
ties befide thefc above dtfcribed ; and in 
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refpeA to beauty, it xnu& certainly; Iki 
ranked firft of the graces of the fopefk 
or the landfcape ; of inferior tsflfs $nd 
fhrubs, A frica affords abundance* I ba vft 
already noticed fome on the route to- 
ward the capital ; but the toils of travel 
and the calls of appetite under circmn- 
ftances, fuch as I m^de my tout* 
hither, left very little room for the menr 
jal tafteito feed upon, a#d perhaps afc 
times jaundiqed the eye, and- convert- 
ed the luxuriance of the enamelled plain 
or fruitful wildernefs, into fimple unin- 
terefting waftes ; certain it is, that oo 
my excurfipns in my hours qf leifure, the 
wild boar, that would have appeared an 
obje& of horror, under the impreffions 
of fatigue and anxiety, no longer excited 
any apprehenfions ; I could calculate up- 
on the whitenefs of his tufks, and the 
morofenefs of his afpeft, as objects of 
traffic and curiofity ; and I would inftead 
of trembling, left I ftiould hear, travel 
under the dews of night, heedlefs of 
deep, to liften to the hoai fe voice of the 
lion. Of this noble animal, I faw none 
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on my journey hither, and but two old 
ones and a cub, during my flay in Ebo. 
The antelope, whofe venifon alone I 
(ought, now excited my curiofity by its 
grace, innocence and agility ; the ele- 
phant, the tyger, and the wolf, are be- 
come objects too familiar to need de- 
fcription. Induftry, prompted by the 
appetite of human curiofity, has familiar- 
ized the inhabitants of the mod populous 
cities with thefe beafts of the defert ; 
and we no longer have to learn from 
books, how clofe defcription adheres to 
nature* Goats of a large long bearded 
fpecies, (hort horned, and with a curv- 
ed profile, like the Spanifti gennet ; the 
celebrated African fheep with their hair 
coat, and tallow tail ; and the hories 
finall, but hardy. The cows are fniall, 
and yielding but little milk, and the art 
of making butter was unknown to the 
people of Ebo ; I endeavoured to teach 
jny houfekeepers the procefs, but their 
good humour prevailing on me, or their 
own want of habituated performance, 
always fruftrated my efforts to teach 
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them what might have proved fo highly 
ufeful. 

Among the plants and fhrubs that I 
faw, and could form any knowledge of, 
were thesiSBAN, or large thorny ien- 
fitive plant, fometimes called the good- 
morrow, thele are abundant: among the 
underwoods. The bind- weed that 
wi©ds about the loftieft trees, exhibited 
a beautiful objeft, it bears a many- leav- 
ed flower, with purple^and white horns ; 
it blows at funrife, £nd fheds at the ap- 
proaching night, for about fix weeks, (a 
moon and a half) ; it grows extremely 
thick, either from &eds, or branches torn 
and placed in foft mold within the reach 
of the fun's rays ; the children of the 
natives amufe themfelves in planting it, 
and forming arbours, within which they 
fpend feveral hours of the warm part of 
the day. The gumtree and the pal- 
metto, are among the uftful and ele- 
gant produ&ions of the climate j the 
basil and the an not a, are beautiful 
M 
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dowering fhrubs; the Guiney aloe* 
of the bark of which they make cords; 
the acacia, is alfo abundant; and the 
fides of the floping hills, exhibit the 
white Narcissus and the Convol- 
vulus. In the flat grounds, and on 
the edges of the rivers, the mangroves 
are frequently to be found, and fertility 
always with them jbere atfo, there are 
fome fpecies of the willow, diftinguiftia- 
ble from the European, by the weaknefe 
of its wood, and: by the leaf being round 
at the point. Among the fruit trees 
that I have not mentioned before, are the 
Guava, of three or four fpecies, which' 
are efteemed py the^nhabitants as pow- 
erful remedies in the cure of dyfentery, 
likewife the Pomegranate, with ^all 
its beauties. The Amaranth that; 
Ipends its odours in the morning, and the 
Lotus or night uly, the white, 
yellow, and red, that droop at the apn 
proaeh of day, and perfume the air with 
% their intoxicating fragrance during t\ife 
night only, are abundant here. 



Digitized by G00gle 



< *35 ) 

The brooks and rivulets yield their 
abundance like wife, for befide the Car p, 
the Grig, and the Perch, that are to 
be had in great numbers, with others 
that I cannot defcribe, the rivers at their 
mouths, and up as far as the tides flow, 
afford lobfters, crabs, prauns, cray-mn, 
foles, mullets, &c. in great abundance ; 
while the thickets on their banks, afford 
the Guinea-hen, the Moor fowl, 
the Ortolan, and innumerable others* 

Between the amufements in the villa- 
ges, and the pieafures of various expe- 
ditions into the country, I could bear 
with perfect eafe, the long abfence ot 
accounts from the ftrip ; it was now the 
I ft of April, and the people were not 
yet returned, although I had underftood 
they could reach the (hip in ten days by 
the courfe of the river ; I amufed my- 
felf in fhooting birds and other curious 
animals, or in purfuing the monkeys, in 
the valleys and woods. Of thefe ani- 
mals, befide the fmall green and brown 
{pedes, I faw feveral of a large kind, of 



Digitized by G00gle 



( 136 ) 

a yellowifh caft, and with white bellies ; 
green parrots, fcarlet birds, honey-birds, 
the long tailed fly-bird, grey parrots, 
and grpen and red paroquets ; the vul- 
ture and many other birds well known 
to the naluralifts, I was frequently ac- 
companied by the old chief, who was 
delighted with the execution of my gun, 
and made himfelf acquainted with its 
ufe, as well as the nature of gun-pow- 
der, fo far as to underftand that it was 
compofed of very fimple materials. 

On the 3d of April, while I was on 
an excurfion aboard, one of the meffen- 
gers returned from the fhip, and I found 
him before me at my hut in the evening, 
with a packet from the Captain, adviftng 
me of the goods which he had lent by 
the fliallop, to the mouth of the little 
Congo, and giving me directions how- 
to proceed. 

The information being communicated 
to the old chief, he informed me he 
would fend a number of experienced old 
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tnen with me, to chvife fuch articles as 
they fhould approve ; and after three 
days, provifions andhorfes being provi- 
ded, wefet out, the company confifting 
of fix of the deputation, with fome of 
their families, a number of perfons to 
ca^fry provifions and goods, and my two 
wives. We had nearly i oo miles to go, 
which engaged us fix days ; riding prov- 
ed very unpleafa&t to me, on account of 
«he heat and the want of a faddle. We 
found the boats as we were directed* 
and a carga of brandy, rum, gjn, and 
tobacco, a few coarfe guns, fome ammu- 
nition, fwords, knives, fpears, and orna- 
ments, fuch as rings of various kinds, 
for the legs, arms, and fingers, fome gilt 
and plated breft plates for their warriors, 
•tinfel laces, and fome glafs ware. An 
aflbrtment fo cxtenfive and rich in their 
eyes, had never been there before ; and 
bargains w ere very foon made for goods, 
ia exchange for ioo flaves, (being order- 
* ednot to bring down more) for the reft I 
procured ivory and gold, in duft and 
kars. In thefedealings 1 found my wives 
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of more ufe to me than my companion 
Hurdee, for they fincerely ftudied my 
intereft, while he ftudied to profit him- 
felf. 

Being informed by my wives, that if 
I had a quantity of goods at the capital, 
I fhould be likely to turn the whole to 
valuable account, I determined to take 
with me as much as the horfes we had 
could bear,, and the people for a reafona- 
ble reward, would be ^prevailed on to 
carry. Accordingly we fet out on our 
return to the city, where we arrived 
without any other difficulty, than what 
aroie from the ordinary labor of travel, 
and the heat of the weather, for I was 
novr uwr^ell acquainted with the com- 
forts of repofe under the canopy of 
heavfcn, without any other furniture than 
the thick leaved trees, to complain at 
trifles. * 

I was confiderably diverted during my 
return by the effects which ornaments 
prodaced on the vanity of thofc who had 
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acquired them , either by traffic or labor* 
Their paffion for fpiritous liquors, wa$ 
iikewife exceflive, but I was both fur*: 
prifed and pleafed, to find their effe&s oil 
the tempers of the Africans, fc very dif- 
ferent from that of our American fava- 
ges. Thofe who purchafed thefn, ufed 
them at firft divertingly, trying the tafte 
of them in fmall fips, frequently repeat^ 
ed until their operation commenced, or 
the experimenters became tolerably in- 
toxicated. A rude fcene of drollery 
then was a&ed ; fits of laughter and 
antic pranks were played ; the parties 
running, hallowing, climbing trees, and 
the like, without the leaft difpofition to 
mifchief or ill humor. I reflected fre- 
quently on the outrages and crimes com* 
mitted in drunkennefs by the American 
Indians, but could not account in any fat. 
isfa&ory way, for the Angular contraft 
between their behavior, and that of the 
Africans under fimilar circumftances. 

We were received with great fatisf ac- 
tion by the old chief and his family, and 
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by our general acquaintances In the aty ; 
the' goods brought by the deputation, 
gave him particular fatisfatfion, and I 
contrived to convince him of my grati- 
tude for his attention, by a prefent of 
fome pafte je w ellery, which ,t hough coar fe 
in the eye of one acqqainted with their 
true worth, were of a luftre and value, 
in the eyes of the Ebo king and his peo- 
ple, comparatively fuperior to the dia- 
monds of the Indies ; a handfome hanger 
with a plate hilt, completed my prefent* 
and made hira in his own eftimation, one 
<£ the richeft of potentates* 

Having arranged affairs for the fale o£ 
the remaining eflfe&s, the intelligence 
was foon fpiread around the adjacent vil- 
lages, and the whole as foon converte4 
into ivory* and gold in bars and duft. — 
,Ic foon became neceffary for me to pre- 
pare for the chief, but moft irkfome and 
diffi ult part of my duty. The flaves 
that I had purchafed were young men, 
many of whom being eager to efcape 
5from their bondage in Jubo, preferred 
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the evil that they "knew n6t of* to 
that which they then felt ; but the, ma- 
jority were evidently affe&ed with grief 
at their approaching departure* 

Arrangements Were made, arid a fuf- 
ficient body of the Ebo people undertook 
to accompany me as a guard to the place! 
of embarkation ; proviflons were provi- 
ded for the journey, fo that each of th0 
flaves was well fed, add a load of pfo- 
vifions or goods given him to carry. — i 
They were tied to poles in rows, four 
fjpet apart ; a loofe wicker bandage 
round the neck of each, connefted him 
to the pole, and the arras being pinioned 
by a bandage affixed behind above the 
elbows, they had fufficient room to feed, 
but nor to lofe themfelves, of commit 
any violence ; and as the guard was pro- 
vided with arms, we had nothing to ap- 
prehend during the night, as we divided 
the Ebo people into parties, one pf which 
flept while the other watched* 
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We fgt out from the city about five 
o'clock in the morniilg ; ttye old King 
and his family, the elders and their fam- 
ilies, and my two wives ; of the former 
I took my leave, with evident marks of 
regret ; the old man telling me if I 
fliould come that way foon, he would 
be fond of feeing me at my own houie, 
for he fliould continue henceforth to call 
that part of his own, mine, which I ha4 
occupied j my wives accompanied me. 

This journey was extremely different 
in its nature from that in whicjh I had laft 
part this way ; the giddy pranks of thfe 
vain, or the inebriated Ebo, was woefully 
^ontrafted by the fallen melancholy, and - 
deep fighs of the poor Galla^ prtfon- 
ers : often did they look back with eye^ * 
flowing with tears, turn fudden round 
and gaze, -feeming to part with reluc- 
tance, even from their former bondage. 
It was exceflively affecting to me ? but I 
confidered that death might have beea 
their fate otherwife, and I endeavoured 
to reconcile them to their condition, by 
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reprcfenting flattering accounts of the 
country to* which they were going ; that 
the bonds they then bpre were only to 
prevent their flight ; that they ftiould 
be at their liberty , where they were go- 
ing, and have plenty to eat, drink, &c. 
Thefe aflurances occasioned a temporary 
xompofure, and we at length arrived at 
the place of our embarkation ; two boatss 
had been brought up, as the fhallop drew 
too much water ; the flaves were put 
on board, and neceflarily in irons brought 
for tjhe purpofe. — This meafure occa- 
fioned one of the moft afFe&ing fcenes I 
ever witneffed : their hopes with my af- 
furances had buoyed them up on the 
road ; but a change from the coridage 
to iron fetteia, rent their hopes and 
hearts together : tbeir waiiings were 
torturing beyond what words can ex- 
prefs ; but delay at this crifis would have 
been fatal ; the boat's crews were ac- 
quainted with the duty, and they were 
all fafely Embarked, 

Meanwhile I had' retired from the 
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painful (bene, and bad to arrange my 
departure fo as to leave the . two affec- 
tionate creatures who had been fo anx- 
ious to procure me every fatisfafrion 
during my refidence with them. It was 
a tafk more delicate*(although affection 
cannot be fuppofed as concerned) than 
may be believed by thofe who are unac- 
quainted with viciflitudes of an adven- 
turous life, and fuch as would be deem- 
ed abfurd to thofe whofe ftandard for 
judging the feelings and actions of all 
mankind is formed by the education, the 
habits, and prejudices of a particular 
fociety, I had prepared fome prefents 
for them, confifting of fuch trifles as I 
deemed fujtableto their fexand tempers ; 
Room j, a, the talleft, was a graceful 
young woman, and poffefled a degree of 
fenfibility and difimereftednefs that might 
be deemed uncommon even under a 
fair complexion and a more temperate 
climate. Yanee, whofe temper was 
more lively, displayed her ieelings in a 
different way ; Koomla with her head 
reclined, exprefled herfelf by fighs and 
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upbraiding* that T fhould go without 
her ; Yanee believed that I would, as 
I faid, foort return again ; the for-, 
mer would not accept my ^refents, the 
latter enjoined her to keep them for my 
fake, and told me the would make it her 
care to pleafe Koomla till I fhould re- 
turn : flie would ftill fain that both 
fhodld go with me.— I promifed fhortly 
to return, and enjoined them to take 
care of each other, that on my return I 
might find both well, as I meant to re- 
lide then with them. They followed me 
to the edge of the river, and held me by. 
the coat till I broke from them and 
jumped cm board the boat, when they 
Jx>th burft into tears, and were carefled 
by the reft of the natives, among whom 
I had diftributed fuch little baubles as re- 
mained with me* 

We foon loft fight of them in a wind- 
ing of the river ; and continued going 
down witk the current jtill njght; the 
ilaves itemed every hour to feel their 
N 
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fituation more grieveufly, and I ordered 
them each a dram of liquor, which for a 
while exhilcrated their fpirits, and quiet* 
ed their cares. The nprrownefs of the 
river and the difficulty of rowing from 
the fhoals, and fallen trees that thwart- 
ed the current, obliged us to lie too ; we 
accordingly made raft an anchor, and 
lay with the two boats alongfide of^a^h 
other, keeping a regular watch during 
the night. We furnifhed the flaves with 
provifions, but whether through grief or 
fullennefs, very f£w of them would par* 
take of any refrefhroent befide xratort 

As foon as we had light \Ve unmoor-* * 
ed, and before noon we reached our dial- * 
lop, extremely fatigued from the heat and J 
clofenefs of the air, the banks of each fide 
as we paffed, being overgrown with wood 
and thicket, obftru&ing its free circulsu 
tion. We had npw another difagree^ible 
piece of duty to execute, viz. the removal 
of the flaves from the fmall boat into the 
ihallop ; they were in want «f roorfy 
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anct it was fuggefted to loofe fix of them 
at a time ; we accordingly moved to the 
centre of the river, and being moored 
by a grapling, began to remove them ; 
they appeared generally more quiet, and 
^ willing to aft as we dire&ed by the inter- 
preter than ufual, and had no w all been re- 
moved, and placed below, but the laft 6, 
whom we fuffered to remain on the deck ; 
when we had got under weigh, and were 
paffing through a narrow part ^f the ri- 
ver, two of them found means to jump o- 
rerboard ; a failor who was in the fmall 
t boat aftern, feized one of them by the 
* arms, and the end of a rope being thrown 

* to him, the flave was taken on board, 

* though not without fome difficulty. — 
*The others who had been at the oars, 

feeing their fellows, one of them feized, 
and the other ft ruck on the head with a 
pole, fet up a fcream, which was echoed 
by the reft below ; thofe that were loofe, 
made an effort to throw two of the fail- 
ors overboajd ; the reft, except the one 
in the boat and at the helm, being afleep : 
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V 

the noife bad how roufed them, and the 
fcream had impreffed them with fome 
degree of terror ; they feized oa the 
guns and bayonets that lay ready, and' 
ruthed upon the flaves, five of whom 
from below had got loofe, and were en~ 
deavouring to fet the reft free, while 
thofe we had to deal with above, were 
threatening to facrifice us to their defpahv 
Thefe transitions were but the events of . 
a moment ; I had neither gun norfword* 
and to retire in fearch of either* woultj 
have given the flaves a decifive fu- 
periority ; J laid hold of the pallooni 
flick", and had raifed it to ftrike one of 
them who had nearly wrefted a gun 
from one of the failors, but before I 
could give the blow, - 1 received a ftroke 1 
of an oar, which fevered my little fin- 
ger from my hand ; I know not how it 
was that I felt nothing of the fevere pa» 
for the moment, a flight twitch on the 
hand was the only fenfation I experien- 
ced ; the blow was broken that I had 
intended, but I renewed the effort, and 
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wkh effeft, for I levelled the fellow, and 
the failor recovered his gun, whom I 
could not prevent from running the poor 
negro through the body ; the hatch was 
open, and he fell among his fellows, who 
had, crowded, tied, and ironed as they 
were, to aflift as far as they were able, 
by holding our legs, encouraging their 
companions, and Ihouting whenever thofe 
above did any thing that appeared likely 
to overcome one or other of us. We at 
length overpowered them : one only ha- 
ving efcaped and one being killed, the 
reft we immediately bound in double 
irons, and took care from thence till our 
arrival at the. fiiip, not to fuffer any of 
them to take the air without being made 
•faft. Five of the failors were confider- 
ably* but not d anger oufly hurt, and of 
the flaves, thofe who had been riotous 
above and below, nine were feverely 
wounded. 

.We reached the fhip in five days from 
our firft embarkation, wliere we were 

N2 
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received with irtudi fetisff a&ioi* ; theo& 
iicers had all provided therafelves with 
three or four wives each, and r*bqke4 
me for not bringing mine along; alledg- 
ing that they would, according to the 
account given fcy their rteflinates, bring 
a good price When we arrived in Ameri- 
ca, I was forfy, however, to find that 
two of our beft feamen had expired du* 
ring my abfeoce, from the exceffive fih 
tigue of the (hip's duty, and the heat of 
thetlimate. 

While I was away, the captain had o~ 
pened a trade in another channel, he had 
obtained ioo (laves in the place Where 
he lay, befide gold and ivory ; and had 
contracted with fome French apd EngHfli 
favors tip theriyer Reyo Naunvs for 
the remainder of his cargo, and for his 
fea ftores. We accordingly weighed an- 
chor and flood for that river, which lies 
about 40 leagues N. of the Revo Pon- 
go, or in 1 o deg. 40 min. foutb, and on 
the 1 6th of t^»y arrived, off the Cape, 
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Which f&rras {pm fide of the fouthern out- 
let of that river. 

TheREYO Nauru s is navigable a. 
bout 150 mile&from its mouth ; its bank* 
are low* fertile, and moderately inha- 
bited, but within a few miles of the (ea ; 
for, advancing farther into the country 
kis fwatnpy, unwheleforae, and uninha. 
bited for feventy or eighty miles above ^ 
beyond which, the ground again obtains 
its elevation, fo t&at health and popula- 
tion are fcen in union with a luxuriant 
country, and a pleafant climate. Here 
the.fa&ors of European nations have ef. 
tablifhed a fettlemcnt, and lead a life of 
heedlefs extravagance and diffipation. — 
The American and European traders to 
this country, fupply them with all the 
luxurious produce of the world, with 
wines, jewellery and coftly clothing.— 
The produce of their gardens, uniting 
the produ&ions of every climate, by be- 
ing maintained at a great expence of ne- 
gro labwy is obtaine4 in great perfe&ioa 
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by a few, and in abundance by all. Al- 
though a plenteous climate and limited 
fociety, renders hofpitality fcarcely praife- 
worthy, and although every individual, 
even of moderate property, fupports his 
own eftablifhment, of houfe, gardens, 
Eorfes, and flaves ; thefe fettlers unques- 
tionable deferve notice, for amoog them 
hofpitality exifts, in a degree unknown in 
other countries. 

The Captain and I on our arrival, 
went on ihore to lay in flock and water, 
but had contemplated returning, as foon 
as we ihould have engaged with fome 
perfon to fupply us ; we were met, how- 
ever, and invited to the houfe pf an En- 
gliftiman, who had once followed the 
fea ; he entreated us to fpeud the day 
with him, and that in the meantime, 
our bufinefs could, be done by , ordering 
what we wifhed from his houfe. It was 
early, ,and we were provided with a 
fumptuous breakfaft of chocolate, tea. 
aad coffee, elegantly ferved up m beau- 
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ii&l China and plate, withfniitsof va^ 
rious kinds in glafe ware* Several off 
the neighboring fa&ors joined us, and 
appeared jealous of our accidentally he-* 
coming guefts of one arid not of the 
other; however, that the focieay of the 
place fhould be kept up, they agreed 
(without afking pur confent) that we 
fhould fpend a day with each of them* 
in order. We obje&ed to this exceffive 
liberality, but . were obliged to dine 
with one, and fup wi$h another, tt> take 
a bed with a third; and a glftfs of wine 
EN passant, with half a dozen* more j 
we were Conduced to the gardens that I 
have before noticed, and heard the anee? 
dotes of the fe veral , plantations, and 
poffeffions from the firft fettlefitent. As 
the heat of the <fyy increafed we retired, 
and the facrifices to Bacchus commenced, 
with what they called a whetter be-* 
fore dinner. Some of our company, 
hoW-ever, had been rather earlier at their 
devotions ;— -but as the minutiae of the 
two days which we were obliged: to 
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fpend with them, would be tedious* d 
general defcription of their cuftoms and 
mode of life, will be more fuitable and 
comprehenfive. 

■* Thefe fa&ors moflly corrfift of pel*- 
Tons who have led a^feafaring life, but 
being left in the country either by de- 
fign or accident, have gradually become 
attached to the indolence and indulgence 
which the climate affords. The woods, 
v the rivers; and the labors of the Afri- 
cans, afford .all that luxury c?m require 
for the table, and trade fupplies the reft* 
One of them, John Stone by name, 
whofe houfe we had firft entered, was 
from the north eaft of England, and had 
refided at the Col on g about 8 or 10 
years* He had at firft fight, (thefe were 
his words) attached himfelf to me par- 
ticularly, and took much pains to induce 
me to remain there, pointing out the 
advantages that I fhould derive from be- 
ing the onljr American in the fettlement, 
and the independence I would , fpeedily 
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acquire by trade in the interior, from the 
experience in that line which he learijed 
I already had. Thefe temptations offer- 
ed in the moments of hilarity made but 
a feeble impreffion on me, and the laxity 
of manners and intoxication that I faw, 
did not appear fo much the effe£t of com. 
mon and general cuftom, as of a luppo- 
led defire of thefe fettlers, to contribute 
to the comfort and pleafure of perfons 
who had partaken qf none, but the few 
enjoyments of an adventurous life, for 
9 long time previous. 

But I propofed defcribing their way 
of life ; I need not remark on the cuftom- 
ary plurality of women in the domeftic 
eftabliftiment, but will only obfcrve that 
the whites adopt tbisfafliinof the coun- 
try in all its extent ; the morning beve- 
rage of Madeira or Liflbon wines, fpirit- 
ous liquors, or the more palatable ^ i- 
Q.UEURS of the belle nation, cir- 
culate during the forenoon, which is de- 
voted to vifi ting from houfe to houfe. — 
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Hie hour of dinner is that which fixe* 
company to a point, as all keep open and 
ample boards; it is not To much the 
' queftion whether they fhali all dine to- 
gether, as with what particular one that 
ihall be, and each perfon wiftiing to be 
the favored man, the beft accommoda- 
tion has generally the preference, which 
makes every one emulous to have the 
moft tempting viands and agreeable fare* 
This fpirit fo liberal in appearance, is 
yet not the effeft of an amiable paffioo, 
but rather the contrary, and the exceff- 
es, which is the parent, will be perhaps 
the beft teft to prove its mifchieveou* 
tendency. 

The board is fcarcely fpread, and the 
guefl feated when the deb AtT ch begins ; 
for their behavior is unreftrained by that 
tafte for decorum which is always infpt- 
red by the fociety of amiable and ac- 
compli (hed women, while the rudends 
of the converfation is generally afforte4y< 
with the uncourteous way %of life^ t6 ^ 
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which the company has been habituated* 
They come to the table nearly intoxica- 
ted, and before dinner is completed, they 
become downright drunk ; the vacancy 
which marks the uncultivated mind, af- 
fording no room here for ufeful conver- 
sation or agreeable hilarity, folly and 
wantonnefs fupply their place. The 
coarfe jocularity of deftroying their ap~ 
parrel or wafting the food, is their amufe- 
ment ? while the moft exquifite viands 
are wafted without utility, and the ap- 
petite being palled by Superabundance, 
lofes all its value but that which gratifies 
the vanity of the provided, by indulging 
the wafte and abfurdity of his guefts.— 
After the wine has circulated freely, the 
meats are even occafionally dalhed about 
at the heads of the beft humored, or moft 
patient of the company, and the empty 
difhes, plates, and tables are demolifhed 
to fhew the fpirit of the party, and the 
lengths to which they could carry a 
joke. 

O 
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A roan of high fpirit on an occafion of 
this kind, has been known ta furnifh a 
fecond, and a third courfe for a like en- 
tertainment, each of which met with a 
fimilar fate-— and the whole was after- 
wards celebrated as a high frolic. 

At the conclufion of thefe debauches, 
the black wives who know their duty, 
attend and convey each exemplary pias- 
ter to his own houfe. This, with the 
fimple variation of hunting, fhooting, 
and fifhing parties, at particular feafons, 
giving orders for ^the management of 
their gardens, their meals, and occafion- 
ally their traffic, is the round of life the 
white people lead in this fettlement. 

My landlord had contrived to acquire 
convertible property, to the amount of 
between 3 and 4000I. He had original- 
ly hoped to have returned to Europe, 
and fpend the remainder of his life hap- 
pily, but he corifefled he did not then 
think he could be comfortable any^ 
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where elfe, and had determined to ftay 
Where he was. 

I had, however, conceived different 
ideas of comfort, and though I could not 
fhun their noify and mad feftivity for the 
time, was convinced that if I poffefled 
the means which my hoft then did, that 
I fhould find fcenes on the banks of the 
Hudson or Delaware, wherte it could 
be converted to more rational and defira- 
ble purpofes. 

As our cargo was now complete, and 
our (lock and water provided, fufficient 
for the paflage home, it was high time 
to depart, which we did not without 
much obftru&ion from our madly hofpi- 
table factors, and with aching heads and 
lick ftomachs, not likely to let us foon 
forget them. 

Our entertainers determined to ac- 
company us to the fhip, and the Captain 
with fome others of the factors having 
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me ia the other ; on the way he topk 
much trouble to perfuade me to leave 
the fhip and ftay with him, and offered 
me 300I. per annum to qukthe fliip and 
keep his books. It was in vain that I 
told him I could not obtain a difcharge 
from the veflel, that all the accounts 
were kept in my hand writing, and that I 
was not fangwne enough of advantage 
to induce me to ftay, even if I had the 
power ; he ft ill continued to urge his 
propofal. I was however, indeed much 
allured on further refte&ion, by the know- 
ledge I had of my own refolution againft 
a diilipated life, and particularly by the 
profpefl: of making a rapid fortune, fo 
much within my power, by my acquaint- 
ance with the Ebo king and people, and 
by the progrefs I had made in their lan- 
guage ; fo much, that could the difficul. 
ties which I faw in my way, be removed, 
I fhould have embraced the offer. 

We reached the veflel, and with fuch 
rough fare as we poffeffed, endeavoured 
to regale our vifitors, who took leave of 
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US with the evening, but not without a 
more preffing invitation to me, to get on 
fhore. 

We were now to prepare for fea ; qjir 
veflel lay nearly a mile from the fhore, 
and our cargo was all on board ; but a 
very fevere diftemper already threatened 
the flaves ; they had become fullen a>nd 
melancholy, and difcontented with their 
food and confinement. The air of the 
fhip, and the fcene before me, perhaps 
together with the remaining fumes of 
debauch on fhore, contributed to render 
me difcontented with my fituation. I 
revolved in my mind that I had now dis- 
charged my duty to the owners, that I 
had but a few entries to make to com- 
plete the accounts, and while the hope of 
fortune, and the temptations of the Eng- 
lifh fa&or, prefled upon my recollection ; 
I determined finally, to finifti my bufi- 
nefs, and embark in the entetprife that 
now occupied every turn of my mind, 
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The work being executed in the heat 
and enthufiafm of my refolution ; I had 
now to contrive the means of ray depar- 
ture* The Captain could not, according 
to his articles, give? me a dif charge, but 
this obftacle was only a ftronger inftiga* 
tion to perfevere in the attempt* Eve- 
ry perfon of the fhip^s company, but the 
Captain, Surgeon, and niyfelf, had fta- 
ted duties in the watch, which from the 
arrival of the flaves, wasconftantly and 
rigidly kept up : the only boat not ofk 
board was chained aftern, and this it 
would be impoffible to get clear without 
exciting alarm. 

I had marked the advice of the faftor,. 
not to leave the fhip till oh the verge of 
her departure; we had dropped down 
with the tide, and moored by the beft 
bower and ftream anchor, in a fine fan* 
dy bottom, but the oppofite ftiore was 
marftiy : the next morning was to be 
that of our departure. My determina- 
tion to efcape was confirmed by my ac- 
cidentally feeing as I pafled the main 
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hatch, one of the flaves in the pangs of 
death ; the ficknefs had already made 
confiderable progrefs, and I was ftruck 
with the danger that mud follow when 
out at fea, as the difeafe-had already in- 
flicted death* 

- My whole mind was now concentred 
on my efcape, and I. foon prepared two 1 
bottles of fpirits to give the watch, after 
the Captain (hould have gone to deep : 
a few articles of linen, my be$ hat, and 
my hanger, I fet apart ; and when all 
had retired, about ten at night I Came 
upon deck, and offered the boatfwain, 
who commanded the watch, a can of 
grog, of which I knew him to be not a 
little fond ; he freely fliared it with the 
reft, and I was not backward in replen* 
ifliing the quantity, which had its defired 
ei§e& ; for I then retired, and foon after 
coifling up with my things, found them 
all extended on the deck, and faft afleep* 
I fixed my clothes on a plank which (he 
carpenter had marked out for the fcant- 
ling of a barricade, and let it down ia 
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the water by a rape's end ; I then ftrip-' 
ped myfelf to all but my fhirt and trow- 
fers, and committed myfelf to the Water, 
intending to fwim to the Ihore with the 
plank, and buoy myfelf up by it when 
I fhould feel fatigued. I meant to float 
aftern, but from want of means to man- 
age the plank, it had got entangled in 
the man ropes, I endeavored to make for 
the boat, which with much difficulty, af- 
ter having difengaged my clothes and 
hanger, letting them go adrift, I eflfe&ed. 
Perfifting in my purpofe, I once more 
made the attempt j but the tide was now 
rapid, and I unfortunately fwept agaidft 
the ftream cable, by which I was turned 
over, and feparated from the plank.— 
My only refource now was to adhere to 
the cable in order to get fafe on board if 
pofllble, and after much difficulty, I got 
out of the water arfd clambered up to 
fome diftaiice : having refted for fome 
time here, and the tide flackening, I once 
more thought of committing myfelf to 
the water and fvvimming to fhore, when 
I difcovered by the occafional fcintilla. 
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lions- o£ lightning, th*ee t>r four* alligair 
tors floating below me in the current ; 
my blood was chilled, and I congratula- 
ted myfelf for the moment oh my happy 
ejcape. I now concluded to make my 
way back on fliip -board as well as pof* 
fible, which haying effe&ed, I found my 
ihipmates all ftill happy and heedlefs ; 
apd flunk to my birth, cooled and fa- 
tigued, aftd ready for repofe. On the 
morning as the anchors were about to 
be taken up, I was called to take the 
ufual beverage which feamen call their 
morning, but pleaded illnefs, and was 
waited oft by the Do&or, to whom I 
without referve, but in confidence ft ated 
the plain truth. He was much furprifed, 
prpmifed fecrecy, and furntfhed me with 
fome of his own clothes,* in which I made 
my appearance upon deck, the Captain 
condoling with me upon my illnefs, which 
he feid was vifible in my countenance, 
and expreffing his fears that I had caught 
the ficknefs which had already killed fev- 
eral of the people ; though I could with 
difficulty refrain from laughter, I was 
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We had now dropped dowfc a cohfid-* 
Crable length, and I had nearly defpair- 
ed of effecting my efcape, when accident 
threw an opportunity in my way, that 
I dire&ly embraced. It was found ne. 
ceflary to take in fome ballad, and the 
boatfwain having Forfeited himfelf with 
watching the previous night* was 
unable to go on Ihore with the "boat** 
I accordingly offered my fervices ; but 
had no opportunity of taking any coo^ 
Veniericies with .me, except a fmali cut- 
lafs and jack knife. „I determined upQii 
effecting my purpofe now once for alL 

When we reached the fhore I fet the 
men to work, urging them to make hafte t 
while I took a fhort walk along the bank, 
to return by the time they were ready, 
if not, for them to call me. Inftead of 
taking to the water fide, I foon got out 
of fight of the boat's crew, and made 
the beft of my way inland from the wa* 
ter ; but finding it was populous in that 
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dire&ion, I judged it better to take the 
ftielter of fome brufh wood and high 
grafs that was near. They hailed as di- 
rected, and I heard them ; they fearch- 
ed in all directions, and pafled feVeral 
times clofe by me, calling my name, and 
at length returned concluding me loft or 
devoured by wild beaft.s* The Captain 
was extremely fqrprifed to find the Tai- 
lors return without me, and determined 
to go on fhore him felf that evening, and 
engage a party of the natives to go in 
fearch of me. I, infenfible, and unfuf- 
pe&ing of this, had not ftirred before 
midnight from my covert, but having 
marked where the fun went down, fet 
, forward from fthat direftion, and trav- 
eled till daylight ; having found plenty 
of fruit, I feafted, and chofe a r.ecefs 
once jnoi:.e, and committed myfelf as I 
iioped, *o lleep. The pxonkeys, how- 
ever, wer^e lefs civil thafl 1 had before 
found them, they collected in numbers 
jpbout, and annoyed me by their inceffant \ 
jfcreaming and chattering, which made 
me iineafy, as I feared that their noife 



( 1 68 ) 

would attraft feme of tbe natives to the 
place. To avoid this, I determined to 
move forward, and was accompanied 
by this noify peftiferous crew, jumping 
front tree to tree before and on all fides 
of me, crying louder if poflible, than 
before.. Frequently did I, with the de- 
fire of revenge, wifh for a gun that 
I might facrifice fome of them ; but in 
the afternoon having obtained fome qui- 
etnefs, I lay down to fleep ; and about 
9 o'clock purfued my route. Several 
pathways croffing convinced me that the 
country was thickly peopled ; I endeav- 
ored to take that which was leaft trod- 
den, but fhortly after difcovered five 
perfons croffing the path which I was 
purfuing, I changed my courfe up an aC 
cent, and efcaped unnoticed, but had 
not gone above a mile when I difcovered 
two others fomewhat ahead of me. — 
The openoefs of the country now depri- 
ved ifte of fhelter, for a few fcattered 
trees were ail that this rifing ground af- 
forded ; the two men approaching, and 
I had placed myfelf behind a tree, fhift- 
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ing my pofition as they drew near — I 
thought they would have heard my heart 
beat as I flood againft the tree, fo great 
was my apprehenfion ; they paffed me, 
however, and I turned into, a path that 
*led down into the woody country. I 
had plucked fome fruit and fat down by 
a rivulet to refrefli myfelf, when fatigue 
and want of fleep overcame me, fo that 
I lay down under fhelter of a bank. — 
About midnight, as I computed by the 
time I had been afleep, I was awakened 
by violent claps of thunder, the lightning 
ftreamed along the verge of the hori- 
*zon, and illumined the Heavens ; the 
dark heaps of clouds, rifing volume over 
volume, difplayed a variety of the moft 
fublime ihadows, through the intervals 
of which, the corufcations bur ft in a 
thoufand points, breaking into angles, 
and exploding in deep refounding peals- 
that gradually were loft undulating on 
the ear, and this ftili fucceeded by anoth- 
er louder, and accompanied by a torrent 
that feemed to pour from the Heavens 
P 
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like the waters of a cataraft. The ftorm 
began now to abate, and was faintly 
heard, muttering at a dift&nce ; but the 
winds rofe, the trees of the foreft ftiook, 
and in alternate moments was all horri- 
ble, awfiil, dark, and ftill. — Drenched 
with rain and overcome with a depref- 
lion, from the awful feene that had paff- 
ed, a momentary confutation of my 
prefent circumffances, produced fenfa- 
tions that I cannot defcibe ; my eyes 
overflowed with tears which eafed me 
of my anxiety, and I then felt anuncon* 
querable propenfity to fleep» 

The day had been, far ipent when I 
awoke ; the heat of the fun was confidr 
erable; I ftrippedoffray dripping clothes* 
dried them, and bathed in the rivulet oa 
the ba»ks of which I had lain* Having 
colle&ed fome fruit, and being further 
refreshed, I determined to purfilte my 
route over the hill from which I had be*- 
fore d^fcended ; but found I had fufFer- 
ed more than I previoufly fuipe&ed by 
fatigu? and by the r?un; of this I was 
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convinced by my weaknefs, and the 
length of time employed in attending 
the hill. I cook advantage of a few trees 
that ftood near each other to reft myfelf, 
and fat down for about half an hour, 
when I was alarmed by the found of hu- 
tnan voices. I rofe uji>, and to my afton* 
ifhment faw a bofly of the natives of 
about twenty, armed with fire ax ms and 
fpears, and within ioo yards of roe. — 
I was immediately i truck wish an ap- 
j>rehenfion that they were in pur. 
fiait of me i but Concluded that the fliip 
muft have failed before this time. I then 
felt a difpofition to accoft them ? but ftill 
undetermined, I found royfelf creeping 
along towards the oppofite fide of the 
hill on all fours. As foon as I conceived 
tnyfelf out of fight 1 fled towards the 
valley with all the fpeed in my power ; 
but I fled in vain, 1 was difcovered/and 
to my aftoniftiment and alarm, three or 
four fhpts fired after me* I redoubled 
my fpeed ; but the purfuers were too 
fleet, and uncertain what fate awaited me, 
I turned Jhort round and faced them ; 
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they feized arid ware about to tie me j 
I endeavored to make them underftand 
what I bad to fay in the Eb6 tongue 
without effect, but by figns informed theni 
that I would go without oppofition. — 
They conduced me back by aitnoft the 
fame route I had come, guarding me 
clofely, and fome of them occafionally 
lhewing the marks of my fhoes, by which 
Ifuppofe they had traced my courfe. — 
We arrived that night at a village, where 
I had a dry hut and plenty of rice ftraw 
to fleep upon ; a party was placed to 
watch me, but I was fupplied with food 
and palm wine — I flept foUndly, but 
awoke feverifh, and was obliged to rife . 
early in that condition. I felt extreme- 
ly weak, but determined to go whither- 
foever they led, provided my flxength 
fhould be fufficient ; to my furprife, 
however, upon clearing a wood through 
which we paffed, I faw the fhip clofe in 
by the ftiore. Mixed emotions over* 
come me, and I fainted ; on recovery I 
found the Captain, the Doftor, and fome 
of the fhip's crew around me j the Cap- 
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tain received me with great coolnefs ; 
but the Do&or, the mate, and Tailors all 
with the greateft cordiality. 

Having arrived on board, the Captain 
upbraided me with deferting him ; I al- 
ledged in my defence that I had comple- 
ted his bufinefs, and fignified theappre- 
henfions I entertained for my health ; 
a^prenenfions which have fince proved 
to my forrow, were but too well found- 
ed. I did not hefitate to declare my 
expectations of foori realizing a proper- 
ty, could I reach the Go long fa&ory, 
and defired as the fhip's bufinefs was all 
brought up, that he would permit me to 
go tWther in the beft manner I could.— 
He told me that there was yet further 
bufinefs to do, that he had (hipped in my 
-abfence, an additional number of flaves, 
brought to him down the Reyo Nau- 
nus, and that he could not agree to it, 
even had that bufinefs not interfered ; 
finding it in vain to ftrive farther againft 
difficulties, I relinquilhed my ideas of 

Pa ; 
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fortune, and reconciled myfelf to retirfw 

home. 

■i • ' 

I was afterwards informed, that the 
Captain had gone on fhore, finding me 
not return with the boat, and learned 
from the people of the next village that 
they had feen the footfteps of an Europe- 
an in their neighbourhood on the precede 
ing day ; he accordingly hired 25 of the 
natives to go in one direction, and an 
equal number in the other, as they faid I 
could only get out of that part of the . 
country by two paffages, owing to the 
large rivers then filling with the rain& 
that had fallen on the inland mountains. 
The party that took me had difcovered 
rfty tracks, and purfued their courfe till 
they overtook me, in confequence of 
which, they received a runlet of rum »>• 
a reward. 

The whole number of, (laves that we 
had now on board, I found about 500/ , 
of whom above 50 were then lying in a *: 
dangerous ftate of illnefs ; it was time jfb#.Y 



Digitized by G00gle 



( 175 ) . 

us tcfdepart, being now the I jth of June, 
1795* We accordingly got in our an- 
chors, and procured fix of the natives 
boats, with fix men in each, to tow us 
down night and day, when the tide 
fei^ed. 

! On the moning of the 15th while 
waiting for the tide, about 9 o'clock, wc 
were alarmed on board by a quarrel in 
the boats. "Some of our people who 
had been on this coaft before, had excited 
a fpirit of competition between the na* 
tives in the boats that towed.on each o£. 
our bows ; each party claiming /the 
greater merit, to enfure it, they proceed- 
ed from hard words to a&ual blows ; 
the party offended had drifted a little 
aftern, the others preferved their place j 
the offended now united their force, and 
rowed up to attack the aggrefTorS.— 
Thefe being preffed, flew up the fides of 
the ihip, and were purfued by the oth* 
ers, which made it time for us to inter- 
pofe. Our only refourfe was to drive 
both parties over the fides of the fliip, 
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we w£re then fwinging round, Sna it 
would be vain to expeft further ierrice 
from the combatants ; all hand* were^ 
therefore, ordered to quarters, and the 
Captain dire&ed the interpreter to or4 
der them from off the deck, and jfti;. 
fhip^s fide, or we fliould fire upon thejjju 
They dire&ly made to their boats, but 
aflailing each other with knives and oth- 
er weapons: fome of them, to efcape, 
attempted to get in the cabin windows, • 
where I was ftationed with two men, < 
I difcharged a mufket over their headfr r 
which feared them fo that they jumped Hi* 
to the water ; their boats were cut adrift, 
and the tide ferving, we left them in £ 
warm conflict, wherein fe veral muft hatf e 
been killed. 

We cleared the Capes without ahf 
further event worthy of notice, on th6 
17th June ; the wind at S. E. we fleei*- 
ed a N. N* W. courfe. From therial 
to the 27th there was little to note, 



the ordinary variations of wind dlRt* 
weather, except the increafed feverityw - . 
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tfi£f$forder that raged on board ; it was 
an inflammatory fever, attended with 
fymptoms of dyfentery . in fome, but 
moftly with a violent inflammation and 
fwelling of the eyes and eyelids, with a 
difcharge of fetid rh'eum. The (laves 
v&re almoft uniformly affli&ed with this 
diforder in the eyes, even more than had 
been Jeized with the dyfentery. Both 
difeafes foon communicated to the crew, 
and by the 30th of June, we had fcarce. 
ly men enough to work the fhip. 

Hitherto by exercife and an open air, 
by keeping conftantly on deck, refrain- 
ing as much from fait food as poffible, 
and by frequent bathing on board, I had 
kept myfelf in perfect health, though in 
conftant terror, from the frequent deaths 
of the flaves, and the ficknefs of the 
crew around me. 

On the 1 ft of July, I found my pre- 
cautions had not availed, and the good- 
nefsof my conftitution not fufficient to 
fupport me againft the prevailing diieafe 



Digitized by G00gle 



( 178 ) 

amy longer. The fever attacked* mt? 
and my eyes f welled to fuch a degree 
that I could fcarcely open them, my 
fpirits, however, dill kept me up, and 
after the eleventh day I began to Recov- 
er : on the 20th I copld go upon deck* 
and continued to do fo, regaining my 
ftrength hourly. Early on the rtiorning 
of the 24th a veffel of war hove in fight* 1 
and as we had heard on the coaft of Af* 
rica, that war was expected between the 
United States and Great Britain, w6 
were much alarmed left it Ihould prove 
a Britifh man of war. 

The crew were divided in opinion 
regarding the fhip's form, fome aflertiflg 
that (he was not a Britifh veffel ; I took 
the giafs, intending to fatisfy myfelf and 
fettle the difpute, and •went forward ; 
I faw that the fhip carried the Britifh 
colors, but alas ! I had ftrained my fight, 
and never faw more. The inflammation 
returned, a relapfe took place, and the . . 
light of the fun became to my eyes, as 
indiftinft and dark as the gloom of death; 
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the'beauties of nature to me were " blot- 
ted out for ever, " and in my 23d year, 
when I looked forward to days of eafe 
and comfort, from the refources of my 
a&ivity and induftry — my path is ihut 
up, and the world become a blank of in- 
diftin&nqfs and uncertainty. 

A termination of this kind to the voy. 
age, could afford me neither amufement 
nor comfort, for upon reaching my na- 
tive country, and returning to my once 
cheerful home, the reader will eafily con- 
ceive hew melancholy muft the impreflion 
frave been, which my misfortunes had 
ma de <Ta my friends and family ; and 
how- forely I was diftreffed by the want 
of fight, and its invaluable and confoling 

a But it becomes man to fubmit to that 
range of toward or untoward circum- 
ftances, which is the birthright of his be- 
ing— ho perfevere calmly and bear pa- 
tiently with the changes of fortune,. and 
the fhocks of black adverfny ; If he be 
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fortunate, never let him be too confident 
that he is placed beyond the reach of af- 
fliction, — and he will thus be always wil- 
ling to aft the man, and able to ftem 
the torrent of misfortune, though equal 
to that which I now fuftain. 
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